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JIiHTBOKpaiHO3HABCTBO SIK KyJIBTYpO3HaBUa HayKa, HA JYMKY KYyJbTYPOJIOTiB,
OpiEHTOBaHE, MEpI 3a BCE, Ha 3ajadl Ta MOTpeOU BUBUECHHS 1HO3EMHOI MOBH, Ma€
CripaBy 3 YMHHHUKAMM 3arajbHOHAIIOHAJIBHUMHU 1 BIIHOCHO MOCTIHHUMH.
JlinrBokpaiHOo3HABCTBO 0a3yeThCsl HA MAcoBiil OyIeHHINH CBIIOMOCTI HOCIIB MOBH 1
KyJIbTYpH, NI TIOpSAI 3 MOOYTOBUMH TOBCSKICHHUMH 3HAHHSIMH TPEJCTaBJICHI B
AKIACh Mipl ¥ 3HAHHS HAyKOBOTO XapakTepy, OTpPUMAaHI B MPOLECI BUXOBAaHHS
JIOJUMHYU B JIaHIM KyJbTypl yepe3 pi3Hi 3aco0M yTBOpPEHHS 1 mepenayi iHdopmarii, 1
pa3oM i3 3BHYAMHWUMH OYJICHHMMH 3HAUYCHHSIMH CTAalOTh YaCTHHOK MOBHOI
CBIJJOMOCTI OCOOHUCTOCTI.

30ipka MaTepialiB JIEKUIA 3 JIHrCBOKpaiHo3HaBcTBa Benukoi bpuranii
CKJIAQJAE€ThCSI 3 BOCBMH PO3ALUTIB, KOXHUN 3 SKHX MPUCBIYCHHA OKPEMOMY AaCIEKTY
KUTTS. OpuTaHchkoi rpomaau. lLle reorpadiyHe MNOJOXKEHHS, IEP>KaBHUM YCTpiid,
LIHHOCT1 Ta MEPEKOHAHHsS J1aHOi JIHTBOKYJIBTYPHOI CHUJIBHOTH, COL[10-€KOHOMIYHUN
po3BUTOK CIONYyYEeHOTO KOPOJIIBCTBA, CUCTEMa OXOPOHH 3[0POB’Sl Ta COI[iaIbHUM
3aXUCT, JIONIKUIbHA, CEPE/IHS Ta BUIIA OCBITa, 3acO0M MacoBoi iHdopmaIllli, cropT,
ika. OcobOmuBy yBary B KOXXHOMY pO3JUII MPUIUIEHO CYy4aCHOMY CTaHy
BHUCBITIIOBAHOT TPOOJIEMATHKHY.

Yci po3minm moOyaoBaHO 3a €IUHOK0 CTPYKTYpPOIO: CIOYATKy MOJAETHCS
dbakTHYHUN Martepiaji, 3a HAUM PO3TAllOBYETHCS CIIOBHMK KpaiHO3HABYMX TEPMIiHIB,
KN MICTUTH HalllOHAJIbHO-CTIEM(IUHI peasii CyCHIbHOTO >KUTTS, MaTepialbHOTO
nooyTy Ttomo. JIiHrBoKpaiHO3HABYI TEPMIHM B TEKCT1 JIEKIIM BHIUICHI KYypCHBOM.
CnoBHUK TOMOBHEHO HU3KOIO CHUIBHUX 3 TEMAaTHUKOIO CIIB Ta CIOBOCIOIYYEHbB, IO
HE 3yCTpIYalOThCSd B OCHOBHOMY TEKCTi. JIEKCHMYHI OJMHMII, YUTAHHS SKUX MOXKE
BUKJIMKATH CKJIQJHOCTI, CYNPOBOKYIOTHCS (OHETHYHOIO TpaHCKpuriieto. s
MOJICTIICHHSI 3aCBOEHHS CTyjAcHTaMu (akTuuHoi iH(OpMaIi KOXHHK pPO3aid
3aBEpPINYEThCS TECTOM Ha 3allOBHEHHSA TMPOIMYCKIB y PEYEHHSX, IO MICTSITh
iHdopMalliro, moAany y JaHid jekmii. Y KiHIll MOCiOHHKA PO3MIIICHO TUIIOBUH TECT
Ha MHOXXMHHHUN BHOIp; MOr0 BHKOHAHHS JOTIOMOXKE CTYyJCHTaM IIiATOTYBaTHUCS 0
Takux GOopM KOHTPOJIIO, SIK MOJIyJIbHA a00 eK3aMeHalliitHa poooTa.

Marepianu JIeKIiii MaroTh psa A0JaTKiB. BoHU SBISIOTH COOOI0 3aBIaHHS 0
BiJICO- Ta ayJioMaTepialiiB, SKi MPOMOHYIOThCS CTyACHTaM Ha KOXHIN sekiii. Takum
YUHOM, TOCIOHMK MOXE BHKOPHUCTOBYBATHUCH SK IS AyAWTOPHOI, TaK 1 IS
M03aayAUTOPHOI poOOTH.

Bunanns npusnaueno misg cryaeHtiB Il kypcy, siki HaBUalOThCS 32 HAMPSMOM
«pinornoriss», WOTO CTPYKTYpOBAaHO VY BIAMOBIMHOCTI 0 poOOYOi mporpamMu 3
JTiHTBOKpaiHo3HaBcTBa Bemmkoi bpurtanii, po3poOieHoi kadeapor aHTIHCHKOI
dbinomorii (hakynbTeTy 1HO3EMHHX MOB XapKiBCHKOTO HAIllOHAIBHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY
imeni B. H. Kapazina. [TociOHUK TakoX MOk€ BHUKOPHUCTOBYBATUCH cTyAeHTamMu [V
KypCy 3a04HOI Ta AUCTaHI1MHOI OpM HaBUYAHHS JJIsI CAMOCTIMHO1 MIJATOTOBKHU.



“"GETTING TO KNOW BRITAIN"” QUIZ

1. Which of the following countries is the nearest continental neighbour to Great

Britain?

a. Denmark b. Portugal c. France d. Greece

Which of these cities are close to the same line of latitude as London?

a. Berlin b. Moscow c. Kyiv d. Nairobi

3. Which of these islands is about the same size as Great Britain?
a. Ireland b. Iceland c. Madagascar d. Honshu

4.  How long would it take for a plane, travelling at 750 kilometres per hour, to fly
over Great Britain from the far north to the south coast?

N

a. 80 minutes b. 90 minutes c. 100 minutes  d. 120 minutes
5. How many people (to the nearest million) live in the UK?
a. 23 million b. 48 million c. 59 million d. 63 million
6. What percentage of the British population belongs to ethnic minorities?
a. 5.5% b. 10.3% c. 15% d. 17.8%
7. Which country has the lowest population density?
a. England b. Wales c. Scotland d. Northern Ireland
8. What is the birth rate in Britain (per 1,000 people)?
a. 7.4 births b. 12.3 births c. 19 births d. 21 births
9.  What percentage of the population in the UK under 16 years of age?
a. 10% b. 21% c.32% d. 45%
10. How many households in the UK have the use of two or more cars?
a. 14% b. 26% c.31% d. 44%
11. What percentage of households in the UK has their own home?
a. 38% b. 45% c. 54% d. 67%
12. How many adults in the UK live on their own?
a. 9% b. 11% c. 14% d. 18%

13. Which country has the largest proportion of its land devoted to National Parks
and other countryside conservation areas?

a. England b. Wales c. Scotland d. Northern Ireland
14. When did Elizabeth II become Queen?

a. 1945 b. 1952 c. 1964 d. 1977
15. How often must General Elections be held in the UK?

a. every 3 years b. every 4 years c. every 5 years  d. every 6 years
16. Name the international organisation to which the UK does not belong:

a. the Peace Corps  b. the UNO c. the EU d. the Commonwealth
17. How much money did the Channel Tunnel Cost to build?

a. £ 5,000 mln b. £ 10,000 mIn c¢. £ 15,000 mln  d. £ 20,000 mIn
18. Which is the largest industrial sector in the UK?

a. agriculture b. manufacturing c. services d. other

19. What percentage of British workforce are employed in agriculture?
a. 2% b. 5.4% c. 7.3% d. 14%



20. In the table of leading trade nations, where does the UK come?

a. third b. fifth c. tenth d. sixteenth
21. Over 50% of the UK exports go to:

a. North America b. South America c.the EU d. the Asia-Pacific Region
22. How long, on average, do the British live today?

a. 76 b. 78 c. 71 d. 69
23. What percentage of British people smoke cigarettes?
a. 19% b. 29% c. 39% d. 49%

24. At what age do British men and women currently receive a state retirement
pension, correspondingly?

a. 50, 55 b. 55, 60 c. 60, 65 d. 65,70

25. In the UK, what proportion of public money is spent on social welfare?
a. 8% b. 19% c.33% d. 41%

26. Up to what age are British children required by law to attend school?
a. 14 b. 16 c. 18 d. 21

27. What percentage of children in the UK receive free education?
a. 63% b. 73% c. 83% d. 93%

28. Which subjects do British children spend most time studying?
a. English & Maths b. English & Art c. English & PE  d. English &French
29. Which of the following subjects does not belong to the National Curriculum?

a. History b. Music c. Religion d. Technology
30. What proportion of young people in the UK enter higher education today?
a. one in three b. one in four c. one in five d. one in six

31. Which of the following sports and pastimes attracts the largest number of
participants in the UK?

a. football b. swimming c. cricket d. walking
32. Which is the largest spectator sport in the UK?

a. football b. cricket c. rugby d. races
33. Where is the main tennis tournament in Britain held?

a. Ascot b. Wimbledon c. Wembley d. Chelsea
34. What is the Grand National?

a. a horserace over fences b. a greyhound race

c. a football cup final d. a tennis championship
35. What is the most popular leisure pastime in the UK?

a. playing darts b. going to the cinema c. birdwatching  d. watching TV
36. When did the first draw of Britain’s National Lottery take place?

a. 1794 b. 1894 c. 1994 d. 2004
37. How many people in the UK make use of public libraries?

a. 30% b. 40% c. 50% d. 60%

See page 90 for correct answers

37-33 correct ...excellent 32-29 correct ...good 28-25 correct ...fair



Lecture 1

THE UNITED KINGDOM: COUNTRY AND
PEOPLE

“Great Britain” is a geographical expression but “the United Kingdom” is a
political expression. Great Britain is the biggest of the group of islands which lie
between the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean and separated from Europe by the
English Channel. 1t is approximately two and a half times the size of Ireland, the
second largest, separated by the Irish Sea. ‘“Britain” and “British” have two
meanings. They sometimes refer to Great Britain alone and sometimes to the UK
including Northern Ireland. “England” and “English” are often incorrectly used to
refer to the whole of Great Britain.

The British Isles are shared today by two separate and independent states. The
smaller of these is the Republic of Ireland (or Eire), with its capital in Dublin. The
larger, with London as its capital, is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. The long title is usually shortened to the United Kingdom or the
UK. With an area of about 243, 000 sq km (93,000 sq mi), the UK is just under 1,000
km (about 600 mi) from the South coast to the extreme North of Scotland and just
under 500 km (about 300 mi) across at the widest point.

The island of Great Britain contains three “nations” which were separate at
earlier stages of their history: England, Scotland and Wales. Wales (with its capital
city Cardiff) has become part of the English administrative system by the 16%
century. The Welsh call their country Cymru and themselves Cymry, a word which
has the same root as “a friend”. Scotland (poetically called Caledonia with its capital
city Edinburgh) was not completely united with England until 1707. The United
Kingdom is the name, which was introduced in 1801 when Great Britain was united
with Ireland. When the Republic of Ireland became independent of London in 1922,
the title was changed to its present form. (The capital city of Northern Ireland is
Belfast). There are two small parts of the British Isles which have special political
arrangements. These “Crown Dependencies” — the Isle of Man and the Channel
Islands — are not part of the UK. They are largely self-governing with their own
legislative assemblies and systems of law. The British Government is, however,
responsible for their defence and international relations.

The flag of the United Kingdom, commonly
known as the Union Jack (which derives from
the use of the Union Flag on the jack-staff of
naval vessels), embodies the Union of three
countries under one Sovereign.

The emblems that appear on the Union Flag are the crosses of three patron
saints: the red cross of St. George, for England, on a white ground; the white diagonal



cross of St. Andrew, for Scotland, on a blue ground; the red diagonal cross of
St. Patrick, for Ireland, on a white ground. The cross remains in the flag although
now only Northern Ireland is part of the UK. The final version of the flag appeared in
1801, following the union of Great Britain with Ireland.

Wales 1s not represented in the Union Flag
because, when the first version of the flag
appeared, Wales was already united with
England. The national flag of Wales — a red
dragon on a field of white and green — dates
from the 15" century.

The national flower of England is the rose. The flower has been adopted as
England’s emblem since the time of the Wars of Roses (civil wars) — 1455-1485
between the royal House of Lancaster (whose emblem was a red rose) and the royal
House of York (whose emblem was a white rose). With the defeat of King Richard
III (of York) by the future Henry VII on 22 August 1485, the two roses were united
into the Tudor rose (a red rose with a white centre) when Henry VII married
Elizabeth of York. The national flower of Northern Ireland is the shamrock, a plant
similar to clover which is said to have been used by St. Patrick to illustrate the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The Scottish national flower is the thistle which was first
used in the 15 century as a symbol of defence. The national flower of Wales is
usually considered to be the daffodil; however, humble /eek is also considered to be a
traditional emblem of Wales, possibly because its colours, white over green, echo the
ancient Welsh standard.

England Scotland Ireland

In the centre of the national emblem i1s situated a heraldic shield, divided into
four parts. Left upper part and right lower part symbolize England (three gold
leopards on a red ground). Right upper part — Scottish emblem (a red lion on a gold
ground). Left lower part — Irish emblem (yellow harp on a blue ground). Around the
shield there 1s a garter with French words “Honi soit qui mal y pense” (“Evil be to
him who evil thinks”). This garter symbolizes the Order of Garter, an ancient order of
knighthood founded by Edward III in 1348, of which the Queen is the Sovereign. The
shield is held by two Royal Beasts — the Lion with the crown in the left, the Unicorn




in the right. Under them there is a blue ribbon with words “Dieu et mon droit” (God
and my right) chosen by Richard I which since then have been the official motto of
the Sovereign. In the background there is rose (England), thistle (Scotland), shamrock
(Ireland), and leek (Wales).

The Royal Coat of Arms

Britain is unpredictable in climate and varied in scenery. There is a dramatic
contrast between Highland and Lowland Britain. The most precise distinction is
geological. The rocks of most of the North and West of Great Britain are harder and
older than those of the South and East. These older rocks are covered by large areas
of moorland such as the Lake District, the Pennines (England’s main mountain chain,
“the backbone of England”) and much of Scotland and Wales, where the soils are
poor, thin and stony. In addition these areas are wetter and harder to reach than the
lower land to the south and east. As a result these areas of the British Isles are thinly
populated except where coal or iron have been discovered. The South and East are
rarely flat, but instead of continuous moorland there are bands of hills which alternate
with areas of lowland. The soils are generally deeper and richer, the climate is drier
and better suited for farming. Industry benefits from easier communications. Thus
human settlement in these areas is dense and more evenly spread.

e The highest mountain Ben Nevis, in the Highlands of Scotland, 1,343 m
(4,406 ft)

e The longest river the Severn, 354 km (220 mi) which rises in central Wales
and flows through Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Gloucester in England to the Bristol
Channel. The largest lake is Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland, 396 sq km (153 sq mi).

e The closest point to mainland Europe: Dover, Kent. The Channel Tunnel,
which links England and France, is a little over 50 km (31 mi) long, of which nearly
38 km (24 mi) are under the English Channel.

The weather. Britain is as far north as Canada's Hudson Bay or Siberia, yet its
climate is much milder because of the Gulf Stream, which brings warm water and air
across the Atlantic from the Gulf of Mexico. Snow only falls occasionally and does
not remain for long, except in the Scottish mountains. Average temperatures in




England and Wales vary from +4C in January to +16C in July and August. In
Scotland averages are one or two degrees cooler. The wind brings rain from the
Atlantic to the hills of the west. This means that western parts of Britain are wetter
than the east, which is fairly sheltered. London is drier than continental cities.

The UK population in mid-2000 was estimated at 59.8 mln, the second largest
in the European Union. England accounts for about 84%, Scotland — 9%, Wales —
5%, Northern Ireland — 3%. The UK population is projected to rise to nearly 61.8 mln
by 2011. The number of households in GB rose by almost half between 1961 and
2001, from 16.3 mln to 24.1 mln. Over the same period the average household size
fell from 3.3 to 2.4 people per household. Although most people still live in a couple
household, an increasing proportion of people are living on their own. In spring 2000
almost three in ten households in GB comprised one person living alone. During
1970s and 1980s there was emphasis on the provision of first public and then private
housing which enabled households to occupy separate accommodation. Households
containing a lone parent family living on their own formed one in seventeen out of all
households in 1961, but one in eleven in 2000.

Analysis of the Labour Force Survey found the following patterns of
population by ethnic groups. On average between spring 2000 and winter 2000/01
over 4 mln people (7.1%) in GB described themselves as belonging to a non-White
ethnic group, about one person in fourteen. The Indian group forms the largest non-
White ethnic group, representing about 1.7% of all groups in the UK. Ethnic
minorities are concentrated in the cities. The percentage of members of ethnic
minorities who are unemployed, or in low-grade jobs, is higher than in the population
as a whole. Racial discrimination and poor living conditions have contributed to
racial violence especially in day-to-day form of relations between young blacks and
the police, or in the more extreme form of inner-city riots. This is despite the Race
Relations Act (1976) designed to promote equality of opportunity for people of all races.

The 2001 Census included, for the first time in GB since 1851, a question of
religion. Although many people say they are Christians, this is not reflected in church
membership, which is only 13% of the population of England; it is much higher in
Northern Ireland (80%).

Christianity 1s the predominant religious tradition in the UK in size of its
followers. There are two churches legally recognised as the official churches of the
state, or established churches: in England, the Anglican Church of England, and in
Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. There is no longer an established
Church of Wales or Northern Ireland.

The Hindu community in the UK numbers between 400,000 and 550,000
although some community members suggest 1,000,000. The UK now has over 140
Hindu temples. The Jewish community in the UK numbers about 300,000 and around
30% are affiliated to synagogues. There are about 1.5 mln Muslims in the UK. There
are about 1,000 mosques and numerous community Muslim centres. There are
between 400,000 and 500,000 members of the Sikh community in the UK. Other
faiths represented in GB include Buddhism (with some 50 monasteries and temples),
the Zoroastrian religion, the Baha'i etc.




Every British region has its own way of pronouncing words and sentences of
English that identifies the speaker with a particular geographical area. After 1500 the
language of London gradually emerges ad the most dominant form, and today the
London or Southern accent is usually accepter as Standard English. This 1s sometimes
referred to as “BBC English” since at one time all announcers on BBC radio and
television were required to speak it. Standard correct English as traditionally spoken
by an educated southerner is also called Queen’s English, while a simplified form of
the language intended at as an international means of communication with a basic
vocabulary of 850 words is called Basic English. RP (Received Pronunciation) is a
non-regional accent of Standard English, often regarded as a prestige form. Its
informal name 1s Oxford accent.

Except English, there are numerous native languages spoken in the UK.
According to the 1991 census, 527,510 people spoke Welsh. It is increasingly used in
schools and by some local authorities. A Welsh TV channel, S4C, began broadcasting
in 1983 and there are radio stations and newspapers. The most common Welsh family
names were all originally Christian names in some sort, (e.g. Geoffrey Jones — from
John). Many other names come from the tradition of calling a child “son of” his
father using the Welsh word ap/ab. This p can be found at the beginning of many
common Welsh names, such as Pritchard (the same as the English Richardson).
Welshmen are often nicknamed “7affy”. This may come from the river Taff, which
runs through the capital Cardiff, or may come from Dafydd, the Welsh form of David.

In 1991, there were about 69,000 speakers of Gaelic in Scotland according to
that year’s census. The language, especially strong in the Outer Hebrides, is used in
some schools but speakers have limited legal rights. It is not used in courts, and it
plays no part in the national government. The Scots language, different from Gaelic,
is so close a relative of English that it is often regarded simply as a northern dialect,
spoken in central Scotland and the Lowlands. It was the everyday language from the
14" century until the 17" century. The upper classes slowly turned to English,
influenced by the Union of England and Scotland. Most Scots speak a mixture of
Scots and English, but English is the language of education and government. There
has been the Scots revival in recent years: the New Testament in Scots was published
in 1985, and Scots is used in parts of the Scottish press.

There are speakers of the Irish Gaelic, but it has no official status there. The
influence of Irish Gaelic i1s found in the names of people: Sean (John), Seamus
(James), Liam (William), Seanna (Joanna). Paddy (short for Patrick) and Micky
(short for Michael) are not Gaelic names but they are found so often in Ireland that
these two names are sometimes used jokingly to mean an “Irishman”. Many Irish
surnames begin with O' (O'Brien; O’Neil) meaning “from the family of”; Fitz
(Fitzgerald) meaning “son of”’; Mac (MacHugh) meaning “son of”; Kil (Kilmartin)
meaning “son of”’; Gil (Gilmurray) meaning “son of”.

Other native languages in GB include Cornish in Cornwall and Manx Gaelic
on the Isle of Man. The last native speaker of Cornish died in 1777 and the last
speaker of Manx in 1974. There have been recent revivals, although the languages
have no legal status.




ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

Basic English crpoieHa popma
aHTI1HCHKOI MOBH

BBC English moBa qukTopiB bi-bi-Ci

Belfast [[belfRst] bendact

Ben Nevis ropa ben Hegic

Caledonia ["kx1I'dqVnIg] | Kanemownis

Cardiff Kapaipd

Channel Islands HopMmaHchbKi 0cTpoBH

Cornish KopHcbka MoBa

Crown Dependency

3aJIe’KHa TEPUTOPis KOPOHH,
«KOPOHHA TEPUTOPIS»

Cymru [kum'rT]

VYensc

Cymry ['kImrI] BaTiii
Dublin Jy6min
Edinburgh [' FdInbgrqg] Enun6ypr

Eire [ ' Fgrq]

nepsxasa Eiipe

England AHrnis

English Channel nporoka Jla-Manm
Gaelic ['geI1TIk] relibcbka MOBa
Highland Britain rOpUCTa YaCTHHA

BenukoOpuTanii

Hindu community [ ' hIndH]

iHAyicTChKa TpoMaia

Ireland Ipnanmgist

Irish Gaelic ipJIaH/ICbKUI BapiaHT
reJIbCbKOI MOBH

Isle of Man 0. Men

Lake District OzepHuil kpaii

Lough Neagh [' 10h'neT]

o3epo Jlox Heit

Lowland Britain

HU3WHHA yacTuHa Benukoi
Bbpuranii

Manx Gaelic

MCHKCbKa MOBa

Oxford accent

OKC(OPACHKUN aKIEHT

Queen’s English

KOPOJIiBCbKa/HOpMaTHBHA
aHrjificbka MoBa

RP (Received Pronunciation)

HOpMAaTHBHA BUMOBA

Scotland

ormanmis

Scots language

MIOTIAHACHEKHAN 1aJIeKT
aHTJIINCHEKOI MOBU

the Anglican Church of AHTTIKaHChKA TIEPKBa
England

The British Isles bpuTtaHchki ocTpOBH
the Irish Sea Ipianiceke Mope

the North Sea ITiBHiuHE MOpE

the Pennines [ ' pFnaInz]

[TenHiHCHKI ropH

the Presbyterian Church of
Scotland
["prFzbI'tIgrIgn]

IIpecBiTepianchKa IIepKBa
ormanmi

the Republic of Ireland

Pecniy6mika Ipnannis




the Severn [ ' sFv (q) n] p. CeBepn

the United Kingdom of Great CroirydeHe KOpoIiBCTBO
Britain and Northern Ireland Benukoi bpuranii Ta
(UK) [TiBriunoi [pmanmii
Union Jack JepKaBHUH Iparop
Wales Yensc

Welsh BaJIifichka MOBa

DO YOU REMEMBER?

Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.

1. The official name of the country under study is (1). The official name
of the country after the unification of its four parts was (2). However, it
was changed into the present variant after (3).

2. The North and the West of GB are (4) and thus ®))
populated, the South and the East are (6) and (7) populated.

3. The national flag is nicknamed (8). It is made up of 9)
Crosses — (10) for England, (11) for Scotland, (12) for
Northern Ireland. The national flag of (13) — which 1s a red
(14) on the (15) field — is not included into the Union Jack because by
the time the latter was created this part had been unified with the UK for centuries.

4. The national flower of England is the (16), the one for Wales is

(17), the one for Scotland is (18), and the one for Northern
Ireland is (19).

5. The national emblem is made up of a shield which pictures three (20)
(the symbol of (21)), a yellow (22) (the symbol of
(23)) and a red (24) (the symbol of (25)). The shield is held by
two (26) — (27) and (28).

6. The highest mountain of the UK is (29). The longest river in the
UK is (30).

7. The average temperature of January makes up (31), the one of July is

(32).

8. The number of British citizens is about (33). The majority of
population is located in England % (34); the least populated is Northern
Ireland — % (35).

9. The average family consists of (36) people though there is a tendency
to (37).

10. (38) make up the biggest ethnic majority in the UK, while
(39) are the smallest ethnic group.

11. The “least religious nation” in the UK are the (40) “the most
religious” — (41).

12. English spoken in (42) or (43) is considered the national
standard or (44). It is sometimes referred to as (45).

13. The national language of Wales is (46), of Scotland — (47)
of Northern Ireland — (48). Pritchard is a typical (49) family
name. There are three ways to translate the “son of” from English into Irish
Gaelic — (50), (51), (52).




Lecture 2

CONSTITUTION. POLITICS. LAW

The Constitution of the UK has evolved over many centuries. Unlike the
constitutions of the USA, France and many Commonwealth countries, the British
constitution has never been assembled into a single consolidated document. Instead,
Britain has some important constitutional documents, including the Magna Carta
(1215) which protects the community against the Crown (61 clauses deal with “free
church”, feudal law, towns, trade, and merchants, the behaviour of royal officials,
royal forests); the Bill of Rights (1689) which extended the powers of parliament,
making it impossible for the sovereign to ignore the wishes of government; the
Reform Act (1832), which provided that all men could exercise their franchise, that
members of parliament were paid, that electoral districts of roughly equal population
were created. The Reform Act of 1867 extended the vote to working men in towns;
The Reform act of 1884 gave the vote to agricultural labourers.

The Public Attitude to Politics. Politicians in Britain do not have a good
reputation. To describe someone as a “politician” means to criticize them, suggesting
a lack of trustworthiness. It is not that people hate their politicians. They just regard
them with high degree of suspicion. They do not expect them to be corrupt or to use
their position to amass personal wealth, but they do expect them to be frequently
dishonest. People are not really shocked when the government is caught lying. On the
other hand, they would be very shocked indeed if it was discovered the government
was doing something anything really illegal.

The British were not always so unenthusiastic. In the centuries past, it was a
maxim of gentlemen’s clubs that nobody should mention politics or religion in polite
conversation. If anybody did there was a danger that the conversation would become
too heated, people would become too bad-tempered and perhaps violent. However,
there has not been any real possibility of a revolution or even of a radical change in
the style of government for almost two centuries now. The stability is now taken for
granted. Most people rarely see any reason to become passionate about politics and
nobody regards it as a “dangerous” topic of conversation. They are more likely to
regard it as a boring topic of conversation. Still, three-quarters of the adult population
are interested enough in politics to vote at national elections.

The_Style of Democracy. Two unique aspects of British life will make this
clear. Britain is one of the few European countries whose people do not have identity
cards. Before the 1970s, when tourism to foreign countries became popular (and so
holding of passports became more common), most people went through life without
ever owning a document. Even now British people do not have to carry their
identification with them. You even do not have to have your driving license with you
in your car. If the police ask to see it, you have 24 hours to take it to them. Britain is
also the only country in the EU without a Freedom of Information Act. There is no
law which obliges a government authority or agency to show you what information it
has collected about you.




The relationships between an individual and the state — both should “leave each
other alone” as much as possible. The duties of an individual towards the state are
confined to not breaking the law and to paying taxes. There is no military service;
people are not obliged to vote at elections; people do not have to register their change
of address with any authority if they move house. Similarly, if the government wants
to make an important change in the way the country is run (e.g. the electoral system
or the powers of Prime Minister) it does not have to ask people to vote in a
referendum. It does not even have to have a special vote in Parliament with an
especially high number of MPs in favour. It just needs to get Parliament agree.

The system of government. In theory, the constitution has three branches:
Parliament, which makes laws, the Government, which 'executes' laws, i.e. puts them
into effect, and the law courts, which interpret laws. Although the Queen is officially
head of all three branches, she has little direct power.

The Sovereign. Her Most Excellent Majesty Elizabeth the Second by the Grace
of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her
other Realms and Territories Queen. Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the
Faith.

The UK is a constitutional monarchy. The Queen is the official Head of State
and, for many people, a symbol of the unity of the nation. Other countries have
“citizens”, but in the UK people are legally described as “subjects of Her Majesty the
Queen”. The Queen has a central role in state affairs, not only through her ceremonial
functions, such as opening Parliament, but also because she meets the Prime Minister
every week and receives copies of all Cabinet papers. However, she is expected to be
impartial or “above politics”, and any advice she may offer the Prime Minister is kept
secret. Moreover, there is a principle of English law that the monarch can do nothing
that is generally wrong. In other words, Queen Elizabeth II is above the law.

Functions of the Sovereign:

o opening Parliament every autumn. The Queen makes a speech where she
says what “my government” intends to do in the coming year. As far as the law is
concerned, she can choose anybody to run the government for her. In reality, she
appoints the head of the party that has won the majority of seats in the House of
Commons. The same is true for the people to fill some hundred or so of ministerial
positions. Officially speaking, they are all “servants of the Crown” (not servants of
the country or the people). In reality, it is the Prime Minister who decides who the
government ministers are going to be (although the Prime Minister simply “advises”
the monarch who to choose). For the ceremony of the State Opening of Parliament,
the speech she makes is written for her. She makes no secret of the fact and very
obviously reads out of the script, word for word. If she strongly disagrees with one of
the policies of the government she might ask to change the wording in the speech, but
she cannot stop the government from pursuing the policy;

o approving the appointment of the Prime Minister;

o giving her Royal Assent to bills. In theory, the Queen could refuse it and
so stop a bill becoming law, but no monarch has done so since 1708;

o giving honours such as peerages, knighthoods and medals. Traditionally,




by giving people titles, the monarch “honoured” them for their services. These days,
the decision who gets which honour is made by the Prime Minister, so a high
proportion of honours is given to politicians, civil servants, business people, sport
stars, musicians and other entertainers;

o Head of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth is a voluntary
organisation of 54 independent countries who all share a common history as part of
Britain’s imperial past. The countries are as diverse as Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, Pakistan, Cyprus, India, Barbados, Sri Lanka and Zambia. The British
Commonwealth of Nations was set up in 1931 on dismantling of the British Empire,
since 1949 it has been known simply as the Commonwealth. Any nation wishing to
join must be independent, and its application must be acceptable to existing members.
All member states recognise the British monarch as Head of the Commonwealth,
though he\she is not necessarily the head of each individual state. Members of the
Commonwealth have special links with the UK and with each other. All members are
equal and agree to work together to advance democracy, human rights and social and
economic development, and to organise special programmes to help promote trade,
science, health, young people and many other specific issues in its member countries.
There are no legal or constitutional obligations involved in the membership;

° Head of the Church of England;

o Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

The National Anthem originated as a patriotic song first performed in 1745.
There is no authorised version — the words used a re a matter of tradition. On official
occasions it is usual to sing the first verse only, the words of which are as follows:

God save our gracious Queen!
Long live our noble Queen!
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!

Many members of the Royal Family undertake official duties in Britain and
abroad. Their various responsibilities reflect tradition, their own personal interests
and Britain’s former imperial status.

The British Parliament works in a large building called the Palace of
Westminster (popularly known as the Houses of Parliament). This contains offices,
committee rooms, restaurants, bars, and libraries. It also contains two larger rooms.
One is where the House of Lords meets, the other is where the House of Commons
meets.

The House of Commons — a far more important of the two houses — currently
consists of 646 members (529 for England, 59 for Scotland, 40 for Wales, 18 for
Northern Ireland). Members of the House of Commons are elected by the voters of




about 650 constituencies. They are known as MPs, or Members of Parliament.
As of February 13™ 2006, the state of the parties in the House of Commons was

as follows:
Labour 353
Conservative 196
Liberal Democrat
Scottish National Party
Sinn Fein (have not taken their seats)
Independent
Plaid Cymru (Welsh Nationalist)
Social Democratic and Labour Party
Ulster Democratic Unionist Party
Ulster Unionist Party
Respect

The Speaker and 3 Deputies (do not normally
vote)

Total 646
There are 126 women MPs
The design and the layout of the House of Commons differ from the interior of
the parliament buildings in most other countries; these differences can tell us a lot
what is distinctive of the British Parliament.
The seating arrangement. There are just two rows of benches facing each other.
The MPs of the governing party sit facing the opposition MPs. There is no
opportunity in this layout for a reflection of all the various shades of political opinion.
This division is emphasised by the table on the floor of the House between the two
rows of benches.
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The Commons has no “front”, no obvious place from which an MP can address
everybody. MPs simply stand up and speak from wherever they might be sitting.
Although MPs do not have their own personal seats in the Commons, there are two
seating areas reserved for particular MPs. These areas are the front benches on either
side of the House. These are the benches where the leading members of the ruling
party and the leading members of the main opposition party sit. These people are thus
known as “‘frontbenchers”. MPs who do not hold the governing posts and who,
therefore, in the House of Commons sit on the back benches are known as
“backbenchers”; independent or neutral MPs, who belong neither to the Government
nor to the Opposition are called “crossbenchers”. All these features result in a fairly
informal atmosphere. The fairly small size of the House together with the lack of
podium means that MPs do not normally speak the way they would at a large public
meeting. MPs normally speak in a conversational tone and because they have
nowhere to put their notes, they do not normally speak long.

The Speaker’s chair is also there. From here the Speaker: chairs and controls
discussions in the House; decides which MP is going to speak next (“be called”);
makes sure that the rules of the procedure are observed. The Speaker has the power to
suspend the sitting in case of grave general disorder. The Speaker is, officially, the
second most important commoner (“non-aristocrat”) in the UK after the Prime
Minister. Speakers are elected at the beginning of each new Parliament. Once a
Speaker has been appointed, he or she agrees to give up all party politics and remains
in the job as long as he/she wants it on condition they return after the next General
Election. Rt Hon Michael Martin has been Speaker since 2000.

A parliamentary day in the Commons from Monday to Thursdays.

14.30 | Prayers

14.35 | Question time (the most well-attended part of the parliamentary day. MPs
are allowed to ask questions to government ministers. Opposition ministers
have an opportunity to make the ministers look incompetent or perhaps
dishonest. However, questions have to be “tabled” — written down and
placed on the table below the speaker’s chair two days in advance. The risk
is a “supplementary question” which can be asked relating the minister’s
answer.)

15.30 | A debate on a proposal of a new law, known as “bill”. Most of the bills are
introduces by the government but there are also “private member bills”
introduced by individual MPs.

22.00 | The main business of the day stops and MPs are allowed to bring up
another matter for the discussion.

22.30 | The House rises (usually).

* On Fridays the House starts in the morning, finishing in the early afternoon for the
weekend.

The House has long holidays: four weeks at Christmas, two weeks at Easter,
two weeks at Whitsun, about eleven weeks in the summer (the beginning of August —
the middle of October).




How a bill becomes a law. The first reading is a formal announcement only,
with no debate. During the second reading the House debates general principles of
the bill and, in most cases, takes a vote. A committee of MPs then examines the
details of the bill and votes on amendments to its parts (Committee stage). The House
considers the amendments during the report stage. Third reading presupposes that
the amended bill is debated as a whole. The bill is sent to the House of Lords where it
goes through the same stages. If the Lords make new amendments, these will be
considered by the Commons. After both Houses have reached agreement, the bill is
sent to the Queen for her signature (or 'Royal Assent’) at which point it becomes an
Act of Parliament.

The House of Lords is organised on a party basis much the same way as the
House of Commons, but with important differences: Lords are mainly unpaid and
Members of the House of Lords are less rigidly partisan than in the Commons.
Currently there are about 750 members and four distinct types of member.

e  Life peers make up the majority of the membership (currently about 580).
The power to appoint belongs formally to the Crown, but members are essentially
created by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. Life peers’ titles cease on
death;

e Law Lords — up to 12 Lords of Appeal are specially appointed to hear
appeals from the lower courts. They are salaried and can continue to hear appeals
until they are 70 years of age. According to the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005, a
separate, independent supreme court was set up (from October 2009) where the law
lords move.

e  Lords Spiritual are the Anglican Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the
Bishops of Durham, London and Winchester and the 21 senior bishops of the Church
of England. When they retire, the bishops stop being members of the House.

o  FElected hereditary peers — 92 of the existing hereditary peers remain as
members after the 1992 House of Lords Act was adopted. (Until then there had been
about 700 hereditary members.) The 92 peers are made up of: 15 “office holders”, i.e.
Deputy Speakers or Chairmen elected by the entire house; 75 Party and Crossbench
members elected by their own party group; 2 hereditary peers who hold Royal
appointments — The Lord Great Chamberlain, who i1s the Queen’s representative in
Parliament, and the Earl Marshal, who is responsible for ceremonies such as the
State Opening of Parliament.

Some key officials of the House of Lords. The Lord Speaker (Lord
Chancellor) 1s elected by Members of the House of Lords and presides over the
House, sitting on the Woolsack. Their role is different to that of Speaker of the
House of Commons: the Lord Speaker does not call on Members to speak and has
no powers to call the House to order because the House of Lords is a self-
regulating House; it relies on the courtesy and judgment of its Members for its
orderly behaviour. The Lord Speaker has other responsibilities, e.g. chairing the
House Committee (the highest authority of the House of Lords) and acting as an
ambassador for the House of Lords. The Leader of the House is a cabinet minister
appointed by the Prime Minister. The Leader is the most senior member of




Government in the Lords and responsible for the Government's business in the
House, however he/she also has obligations to the House as a whole. Although
the House 1s self-regulating and business is expected to be conducted in an
orderly and polite fashion, the Leader may give the House procedural advice and
intervene if there is a dispute over who will speak next during question time (at
other times it is the Lord Speaker who does so). The Clerk of the Parliaments'
role is steeped in history but similar to that of a chief executive. As the House
of Lords' most senior permanent official, he\she is responsible for the House's
management, administration and finances. Black Rod's post, like the Clerk of the
Parliaments', has existed for as long as the House itself. He\she is responsible for
control of access to the House, maintaining order within the precincts and
domestic arrangements within the House. He\she also has royal duties associated
with the State Opening of Parliament.
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Elections. The United Kingdom 1is divided into 646 parliamentary
constituencies, each with an electorate of about 60,000 voters. Each British citizen
over eighteen has the vote (although voting is not compulsory). Each constituency is
represented by one MP in the House of Commons. More rural constituencies are
known as “county constituencies”, more urban ones are called “borough
constituencies”.

Any number of candidates can stand for election in each constituency. The
main political parties are usually represented, and sometimes candidates representing
minority parties also stand. The winner is the candidate who gets more votes than any
other single candidate, even if the difference is only one vote. This is ‘first past the
post” system.

The leader of the party with most seats becomes Prime Minister and forms a



Government, which can remain in power for up to five years unless the Prime
Minister decides to hold an earlier election. The second biggest party becomes the
official Opposition. Its leader forms a “Shadow Cabinet”. Since 1945 the
Conservatives and Labour have been either the Government or the Opposition.

Breaking Conservative and Labour dominance. The Westminster Parliament
has traditionally been dominated by the two-party system. Over the years these have
been Whigs and Tories, Liberals and Conservatives and, since the development of the
Labour Party at the beginning of the 20" century, Labour and Conservatives. In 1981
a new party was formed to try to break this dominance. Some Conservative and
Labour MPs left their own parties to join the new Social Democrats. The new party
then agreed to fight elections in alliance with the small but long-established Liberals,
forming the Alliance. In 1987 the two parties of the Alliance agreed to merge to form
a new party, the Liberal Democrats, although some Social Democrats preferred to
remain independent. After the 2005 election (see results on page 16) the Liberal
Democrats were the third largest party with 62 seats.

The election timetable. In the UK there is no fixed-term Parliaments and there is
no minimum length of a Parliament. Under the terms of the Septennial Act 1715 as
amended by the Parliament Act 1911 the maximum life of a Parliament, the time
between general elections, i1s 5 years. Since 1911 Parliaments have twice been
exceptionally extended beyond 5 years, during the two World Wars. Within the legal
period it is up to the Prime Minister to decide when to call a general election. A time
is chosen which will give as much advantage as possible to the political party in
power. About a month before the election the Prime Minister meets a small group of
close advisers to discuss the date which would best suit the party. The date is
announced to the Cabinet. The Prime Minister formally asks the Sovereign fo
dissolve Parliament. General elections are usually held 17 days after the dissolution of
Parliament, excluding weekends and public holidays. Thursdays are popular general
election days, although there is no law that says this should be so. General elections are
frequently held in either spring or autumn: if the weather is bad, voters are less inclined
to vote so winter is usually avoided, while many people are on holiday in the summer
and may not bother to organise a postal vote.

The House of Lords is an unelected chamber so is not involved in the electoral
process. It closes when Parliament dissolves and formally re-assembles for the State
Opening of Parliament. If there is a change in Government the two main parties will
change sides and the positions in the Lords which are party political appointments, e.g.
the Leader of the House, will change.

Once Parliament i1s dissolved, all MPs are unemployed, but government
officers continue to function. A general election campaign usually lasts for about
three weeks. All the main political parties produce a wide range of publicity material.
Manifestos will be published setting out a party's policies on each major issue. The
national headquarters of each party is responsible for preparing party election
advertising material and broadcasts for television and radio. Party election broadcasts
are permitted and their number depends broadly on the number of candidates the party h
in the election. The broadcasting authorities may refuse to allow material that they




consider offensive. Party leaders and senior figures will tour the country supporting local
candidates and making speeches.

Voting is by secret ballot and takes place on Polling Day. Each constituency is
divided into a number of polling districts, each of which has a polling station. Most
polling stations are in public buildings such as schools, town halls or council offices,
but other buildings can be used on request. Voting takes place on Election Day from
07.00 — 22.00 in each constituency. Voters are sent a polling card in advance, but it is
not compulsory to take this to the polling station. Only those voters whose names appear
on the electoral register are eligible to vote.

All ballot boxes are then taken to a central place in each constituency such as a
town hall where counting takes place. Each ballot box is emptied, the papers mixed
up and the votes counted by teams of helpers. This is done in the presence of the
candidates. When all the votes have been counted the results are announced by the
Returning Officer. Depending on the time it takes to bring all of the ballot boxes to the
count, the final result may be announced before midnight. Most results will come in
during the early hours of the morning, but some will not be known until well into the
next day. As soon as it is clear that one party has a majority of seats in the House of
Commons, its leader is formally invited by the Sovereign to form a government.

The Prime Minister, or leader of the Government, is also an MP, usually the
leader of the political party with a majority in the House of Commons. He\she leads
the majority party; runs the Government; appoints Cabinet Ministers and other
ministers; represents the nation in political matters.

The Prime Minister is advised by a Cabinet of about twenty other ministers.
The Cabinet includes the ministers in charge of major government departments or
ministries. The Cabinet chosen by Tony Blair in May 2005 consisted of:

e  Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Civil
Service;

Deputy Prime Minister and First Secretary of State;

Chancellor of the Exchequer;

Leader of the House of Commons and the Lord Privy Seal,
Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs and Lord Chancellor;
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs;
Secretary of State for the Home Department;

Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs;
Secretary of State for International Development;

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions;

Secretary of State for Transport, and Secretary of State for Scotland,
Secretary of State for Health;

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and for Wales;

Secretary of State for Defense;

Chief Secretary to the Treasury;

Leader of the House of Lords and Lord President of the Council,
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry;



Secretary of State for Education and Skills;

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport;
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (Chief Whip);
Minister Without Portfolio and Party Chair;

Minister for Communities and Local Government.

Departments and ministries are run by civil servants, who are permanent
officials. Even if the Government changes after an election, the same civil servants
are employed.

The legal system. British law comes from two main sources: laws made in
Parliament (usually drawn up by government departments and lawyers), and
Common Law, which is based on previous judgements and customs. Common law
has never been clearly defined — it is deduces from custom or legal precedents and
interpreted in court cases by judges. Many conventions derive from the historical
events through which the British system of Government has evolved. Just as there is
no written constitution, so England and Wales have no criminal code or civil code
and the interpretation of the law is based on what has happened in the past. The laws
which are made in Parliament are interpreted by the courts, but changes in the law
itself are made in Parliament.

The most common type of law court in England and Wales is the magistrates’
court. There are 700 magistrates' courts and about 30,000 magistrates. More serious
criminal cases then go to the Crown Court, which has 90 branches in different towns
and cities. Civil cases (for example, divorce or bankruptcy cases) are dealt with in
County courts. Appeals are heard by higher courts. For example, appeals from
magistrates' courts are heard in the Crown Court, unless they are appeals on points of
law. The highest court of appeal in England and Wales is the House of Lords.
Scotland has its own High Court in Edinburgh which hears all appeals from Scottish
courts. Certain cases may be referred to the European Court of Justice (Luxembourg).
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constituency
[kan'stItjVgnsTI]

BUOOpUUl OKPYT

constitutional monarchy

KOHCTUTYLIHHA MOHAPXist

the Conservative Party

KoncepBaTtuBHa naprist

county constituencies

CUIBCBKHUH eJleKTopar

County court

Cyn rpadcera

the Crown Court

Cyn xopoHu

crossbencher HE3ICKHUH WIEH MapiiaMeHTy
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the House of Commons
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MIHICTD)

the Palace of Westminster
(the Houses of Parliament)
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(OyTMHOK MapiIaMeHTy)

Polling Day
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polling station
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a postal vote
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secret ballot
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Secretary of State

MIHICTp, F'0OJIOBA OJTHOTO 3 CEMH
MiHICTEpCTB

Secretary of State for
Scotland

MiHicTp y cupaBax LloTnannii

Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland and for
Wales

MiHicTp y cpaBax [liBHiUHOT
Ipnannii Ta Yenscy

Shadow Cabinet TinpoBwHii KabiHET
the Social Democratic Couian-neMoOKpaTUyHa mapTis
Party
Speaker CIiKep
the State Opening of Odiuiitae BiTKpuTTS cecii
Parliament apJaMeHTy
subjects Tiy1aHi
The Queen reigns but does | Koponesa npaBurs, ane He
not rule yHpaBJsie
Woolsack HaOWTa BOBHOIO MOAYIIKA, HA
SKif CUIANUTH TOJ0Ba (JIOp-
KaHIIJIEp) B MANaTi JTOPiB;
odiriitHe Miciie roJI0BU
DO YOU REMEMBER?
Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.
1. The Constitution of the UK is made up of (1), (2), and
N )}
2. The so-called constitutional documents include (4), (5), and
().
3. The three branches of power — (7), (8), (9) — are
headed by (10). The first line of the national anthem is (11).
4. The duties of the monarch in the modern UK include (12),
(13), (14)
5. The Commonwealth, officially referred to as (15) numbers

(16) members. It was established in

(17). Among its member-



countries are (18), (19), (20), (21). This
organisation aims at (22), (23), and (24).

6. The UK Parliament consists of two chambers — (25) and (26).
The latter has (27) members, including (28) women. The first
1s elected every (29) years after Parliament is (30) by the
Queen.

7.  Functions of Parliament which works in the Palace of (31) include

(32), (33) and (34).

8. The Speaker of the House of Commons is the (35) most important

commoner after (36). His\her functions include (37) and
(38). The Speaker’s colleague in the House of Lords is titled
(39) or (40). He/she traditionally sits on the (41).

9. Currently there are (42) members in the House of Lords and four
member types: (43), (44), (45) and (46). The chief
officials of the House are (47), (48), (49) and

(50).

10. Elections are held in the UK on the so called (51) Day. The maximum
life of a Parliament is (52) years. Elections are usually held (53)
days after the dissolution of Parliament excluding days-off, so the electoral campaign
lasts (54) weeks. Traditionally, the British vote on (55) in
(56) or in (57).

11. Each constituency is divided into a number of (58) each of which has a

(59). Most of them are situated in public buildings such as (60) or
(61).

12. Prime Minister is usually the leader of the party which (62). To win, a
party needs (63) which is known as (64) system. The Prime
Minister’s duties include (65) and (66). In running the country
he\she is assisted by the (67) made up of (68) Ministers, some of
whom are (69), (70), (71), (72).

13. The second largest party, having lost the elections, forms (73). Its
members sit (74) and thus are called (75). MPs supporting this
party sit (76) and are called (77). Neutral MPs are nicknamed

(78).

14. The (79) 1s not dissolved. In case the leading party changes, its members
will (80) and some positions in the Lords which are (81) will also
change.

15. The three biggest parties of the UK at present are (82), (83) and

(84).

16. The most common type of law court in England and Wales is (85). More
serious criminal cases go to (86). Civil cases are dealt with in
(87). The highest court of appeal in England and Wales is (88) while for
Scotland it is (89).




Lecture 3

THE NATIONAL IDENTITY

Ethnic identity: the native British. National (‘ethnic') loyalties can be strong
among the people in Britain whose ancestors were not English. For some people
living in England who call themselves Scottish, Welsh or Irish, this loyalty is little
more than a matter of emotional attachment. But for others, it goes a bit further and
they may even join one of the sporting and social clubs for “exiles” from these
nations.

People in Scotland have constant reminders of their distinctiveness:

e several important aspects of public life are organised separately, and
differently, from the rest of Britain — notably, education, law and religion.

e the Scottish way of speaking English is very distinctive. A modern form of
the dialect known as Scots is spoken in everyday life by most of the working classes
in the Lowlands. It has many features which are different from other forms of English
and cannot usually be understood by people who are not Scottish.

However, the feeling of being Scottish is not that simple. This is partly because
of the historical cultural split between Highland and Lowland Scotland. A genuinely
Scottish Gaelic sense of cultural identity is, in modern times, felt only by a few tens
of thousands of people in some of the western isles of Scotland and the adjoining
mainland. These people speak Scottish Gaelic which they call “Gaelic” as a first
language.

The people of Wales do not have as many reminders of their Welshness in
everyday life. The organisation of public life is identical to that in England. Nor are
there as many well-known symbols of Welshness. In addition, a large minority of the
people in Wales probably do not consider themselves to be especially Welsh at all. In
the 19" century large numbers of Scottish, Irish and English people went to find work
there, and today many English people still make their homes in Wales or have
holiday houses there. As a result a feeling of loyalty to Wales is often similar in
nature to the fairly weak loyalties to particular geographical areas found throughout
England — it is regional rather than nationalistic.

However, there is one single highly-important symbol of Welsh identity — the
Welsh language. Everybody in Wales can speak English but it is not everybody's first
language. For about 20% of the population (that's more than half a million people),
the mother-tongue is Welsh. For these people Welsh identity obviously means more
than just living in the region known as Wales. Moreover, in comparison to the other
small minority languages of Europe, Welsh shows signs of continued vitality. Thanks
to successive campaigns, the language receives a lot of public support. All children in
Wales learn it at school, there are many local newspapers in Welsh, there is a Welsh
television channel and nearly all public notices and signs are written in both Welsh
and English.

As for English identity, most people who describe themselves as English
usually make no distinction in their minds between “English” and “British”.




The question of identity in Northern Ireland is a much more complex issue. In
this part of the UK, the pattern of identity and loyalty outlined above does not apply.
Here, ethnicity, family, politics and religion are all inter-related, and social class has a
comparatively minor role in establishing identity. Northern Ireland is a polarised
society where people are born into, and stay in one or other of the two communities
for the whole of their lives. On one side of the divide are people whose ancestors
came from lowland Scotland or England. They are self-consciously Protestant and
want Northern Ireland to remain in the UK. On the other are people whose ancestors
were native Irish. They are self-consciously Catholic and would like Northern Ireland
to become part of the Irish Republic. Although the two communities live side-by-
side, their lives are almost entirely segregated. They live in different housing estates,
listen to different radio and television programmes, register with different doctors,
have prescriptions made up by chemists of their own denominations, march to
commemorate different anniversaries and read different newspapers. Their children
go to different schools, so that those who go on to university often find themselves
mixing with people from the “other” community for the first time in their lives. For
the majority who do not go to university, merely talking to somebody from the other
community is a rare event. The extremes of these hard-line attitudes are gradually
softening. It should also be noted that they apply to a much lesser extent among the
middle-classes.

Being British (British identity and loyalty). Because of the long tradition of a
clear separation between the individual and the state, British people, although many
of them feel proud to be British, are not normally actively patriotic. They are
individualistic and do not like to feel that they are personally representing their
country. During the last quarter of the 20" century there has been a severe loss of
confidence in British public institutions accompanied by a change in the previous
rather patronising attitude to foreigners and foreign ways. In the days of empire,
foreigners were often considered amusing, even interesting, but not really to be taken
seriously. These days, many foreign ways of doing things are admired (although
perhaps a bit resentfully) and there is a greater openness to foreign influences. Along
with this openness, however, goes a sense of vulnerability, so that patriotism often
takes a rather defensive form. The modern British are not really chauvinistic. Open
hostility to people from other countries is very rare.

Geographical identity. A sense of identity based on the place of birth is not
very common or strong in most parts of Britain. People are just too mobile and very
few live in the same place all their lives. There is quite a lot of local pride and people
find many opportunities to express it. This pride, however arises because people are
happy to live in what they consider to be a nice place and often when they are
fighting to preserve it. It does not mean that people of the locality feel strongly that
they belong to the place.

A sense of identity with a larger geographical area is a bit stronger. Nearly
everybody has a spoken accent that identifies them as coming from a particular large
city or region. In some cases there is quite a strong sense of identification.




In other cases, identity is associated with a county. These are the most ancient
divisions of England. Although their boundaries and names do not always conform to
the modern arrangement of local government, they still claim the allegiance of some
people.

Many English people see themselves as either “southerners” or “northerners”.
The fact that the south is on the whole richer than the north, and the domination of
the media by the affairs in London and the south-east. leads to resentment in the
north. This reinforces the pride in their northern roots felt by many northerners, who,
stereotypically see themselves as tougher, more honest and warmer-heated than the
soft, hypocritical and unfriendly southerners. To people in the south, the stereotypical
northerner (usually male) is rather ignorant and uncultured and interested in sport and
beer-drinking.

Religious and political identity. In comparison with some other European
countries, and with the one notable exception of Northern Ireland, neither religion nor
politics is an important part of people's social identity in modern Britain. This is
partly because the two do not, as they do in some other countries, go together in any
significant way. Of course, there are many people who regard themselves as
belonging to this or that church or party. Some people among the minority who are
regular churchgoers and the very small minority who are active members of political
parties feel this sense of belonging strongly and deeply. It may form a very important
part of their own idea of themselves as individuals. But even for these people it plays
little part in determining other aspects of their lives such as where they work, which
trade union they belong to, who their friends are or who they would like their
neighbours to be. For the vast majority of parents in the country (some ethnic groups
excepted), the religion or voting habits of their future son-in-law's or daughter-in-
law’s family are of only passing interest and rarely the major cause of objection to the
proposed marriage.

Men and women. Generally speaking, British people invest about the same
amount of their identity in their gender as people in other parts of northern Europe
do. On the one hand, society no longer overtly endorses differences in the public and
social roles of men and women, and it is illegal to discriminate on the basis of sex.
On the other hand, people still (often unconsciously) expect a fairly large number of
differences in everyday behaviour and domestic roles.

In terms of everyday habits and mannerisms, British society probably expects a
sharper difference between the sexes than most other European societies do. As far as
roles are concerned, most people assume that a family's financial situation is not just
the responsibility of the man. On the other hand, they would still normally
complement the woman, not the man, on a beautifully decorated or well-kept house.
Everyday care of he children is still seen as mainly the woman's responsibility.
Although almost as many women have jobs as men, nearly half of the jobs done by
women are part-time. In fact, the majority of mothers with children under the age of
twelve either have no job or work only during school hours. Men certainly take a
more active domestic role than they did forty years ago. Some things, however, never
seem to change. A comparison of child-rearing habits of the 1950s and the 1980s




showed that the proportion of men who never changed a baby's nappy had remained
the same (40%)!

At the public level there are contradictions. Britain was one of the first
European countries to have a woman Prime Minister (Margaret Thatcher) and a
woman chairperson of debate in its Parliament (Betty Boothroyd). However, in the
early nineties women formed only a tiny fraction of the total number of MPs (about
5%), only one out of five lawyers in Britain was a woman, less than one in ten
accountants was a woman and there was only one female consultant brain surgeon in
the whole country.

Nearly every institution in the country has opened it doors to women now. One
of the last to do so was the Anglican Church, which, after much debate, decided in
favour of the ordination of women priests in 1993. However, there are a few
institutions, which, at the time of writing, still do not accept female members — for
example, the Oxford and Cambridge Club in London, an association for graduates of
these two universities.

Class. Historians say that the class system has survived in Britain because of its
flexibility. It has always been possible to buy or marry or even work your way up, so
that your children (and their children) belong to a higher social class than you do. As
a result, the class system has never been swept away by a revolution and an
awareness of class forms a major part of most people's sense of identity.

People in modern Britain are very conscious of class differences. They regard
it difficult to become friends with somebody from a different class. This feeling has
little to do with conscious loyalty, and a positive belief in the class system itself.
Most people say they do not approve of class divisions. It results from the fact that
different classes have different sets of attitudes and daily habits. Typically, they tend
to eat different food at different times of day (and call the meals by different names,
e.g. pudding, sweet, dessert). They like to talk about different topics using different
styles and accents of English, they enjoy different pastimes and sports, they have
different values about what things in life are most important and different ideas about
the correct way to behave.

An interesting feature of the class structure in Britain is that it is just, or even
mainly, relative wealth or the appearance of it which determines someone's class. Of
course, wealth is part of it - if you become wealthy, you can provide the conditions to
enable your children to belong to a higher class than you do. But it is not always to
guess reliably the class to which a person belongs by looking at his or her clothes, car
or bank balance. The most obvious immediate sign comes when a person opens his or
her mouth, giving the listener clues to the speaker's attitudes and interests, both of
which are indicative of class.

During the last quarter of the twentieth century, the way that people wish to
identify themselves seems to have changed. In Britain, as anywhere else where there
are recognised social classes, a certain amount of “social climbing” goes on; that is,
people try to appear as if they belong to as high a class as possible. These days,
however, nobody wants to be thought of as snobbish.



Working-class people in particular are traditionally proud of their class
membership and would not usually wish to be thought of as belonging to any other
class. In general, the different classes mix more readily and easily with each other
than they used to. There has been a great increase in the number of people from
working-class who do traditionally middle-class jobs.

ATTITUDES. English vs. British. Because English culture dominates the
cultures of the other three nations of the British Isles, everyday habits, attitudes and
values among the peoples of the four nations are very similar. However, they are not
identical, and what is regarded as typically British may be in fact typically English.
This is especially true with regard to one notable characteristic — anti-intellectualism.

Among the people in Britain there exists a suspicion of intelligence, education
and “high culture”. Teachers and academic staff, although respected, do not have as
high a status as they do in many European countries. Nobody normally proclaims
their academic qualifications or title to the world at large.

There are large sections of both upper and working class who, traditionally at
least, have not encouraged their children to go to university. This lack of enthusiasm
is certainly decreasing. Nevertheless, it is still unusual for parents to arrange extra
private tuition for their children, even among those who can easily afford it.

Multiculturalism. In the cities, at least, Britain is a multicultural society due to
large-scale immigration to Britain in the 20™ century. The “new British people” have
brought widely differing sets of attitudes with them. The new British have made their
own contribution to British life and attitudes. They have probably helped to make
people less formal; the most popular, well-attended festival in the whole Britain is the
annual Noting Hill Carnival in London at the end of August, which is of Caribbean
inspiration and origin.

Conservatism. The British do not like change. They may not behave in
traditional ways but they like symbols of tradition and stability.

e The British value continuity over modernity for its own sake. They do not
consider it especially smart to live in a new house, in fact, there is prestige in living in
an absolutely old one. They have a general sentimental attachment to older,
supposedly safer times.

e The two most popular children’s writers are noticeably un-modern (and
both dead): Roald Dahl, whose fantasy stories are set in a rather old-fashioned world;
Enid Blyton, whose stories take place in a comfortable white middle-class world
before 1960s. They contain no references to other races or classes and mention
nothing more modern than a radio.

e They might never agree to change from driving on the left-hand side of the
road to driving on the right-hand side.

e Whenever an EU committee makes a recommendation about standardising
the size and shape of buses, it provokes warnings from British bus builders about “the
end of the double-decker as we know it”. The British public is always ready to listen
to such predictions of doom.

e The British government has been trying for years to promote the metric
system of measurement and to get British people to use the same scales that are used




nearly everywhere in the world. British manufacturers are obliged to give the weight
of their tins and packets in kilos and grams but everybody in Britain still shops in
pounds and ounces. The weather forecasters on television use the Celsius scale of
temperature but nearly everybody still thinks in Fahrenheit. Even the use of the 24-
hour clock is comparatively restricted.

Imperial Metric Imperial Metric

1 inch 2.54 cm 1 ounce 28.35 gr
12 inches (1 foot) | 30.48 cm 16ounces (1 pound) | 0.456 kg
3 feet (1 yard) 0.92 m 14 pounds (1 stone) | 6.38 kg
1760 yards (1]1.6km 1 pint 0.581
mile)

2 pints (1 quart) 1.16 1 8 pints (1 gallon) 4.641

The love of nature. Most of the British live in towns or cities. But they have an
idealised vision of the countryside. To the British, the countryside has almost none of
the negative associations such as poor facilities, lack of educational opportunities,
unemployment and poverty. To them countryside means peace and quiet, beauty,
good health and no crime. Most of them would live in a village if they thought they
could find a way of earning a living there. Ideally, this village would consist of
thatched cottages built around an area of grass known as a “village green”. Nearby
there would be a pond with ducks in it. Nowadays such a village is not common, but
it is a stereotypical picture that is well-known to the British.

This love of the countryside is another aspect of British conservatism — the
countryside represents stability. Those who live in towns and cities take an active
interest in the country matters and the British regard it as both the right and privilege
to be able to “go into the country” whenever they want to. Large areas of the country
are official “national parks” where almost no building is allowed. A notable
indication of the British reverence for both the countryside and the past is the strength
of the National Trust. This is an officially recognised charity whose aim is to preserve
as much of Britain’s countryside and as many of its historic buildings as possible by
acquiring them ““for the nation”.

Even if they cannot go into the countryside, many British people spend a lot of
their time “with nature”. They grow plants. Gardening is one of the most popular
hobbies in the country. Even those unlucky people who do not have a garden can
participate. Each local authority owns several areas of land which it rents very
cheaply to these people in small parcels. On those “allotments” people grow mainly
vegetables.

The love of animals. Nearly half of the households in Britain keep at least one
domestic pet. The status of pets is taken seriously. The love of animals goes beyond
sentimental attachment to domestic pets. Wildlife programmes are by far the most
popular kind of TV documentary. Millions of families have “bird-tables” (raised
platforms where birds can eat) in their garden. There is even a special hospital (St
Tiggywinkles) which treats injured wild animals. Thousands of people are




enthusiastic bird-watchers. This peculiarly British pastime often involves hours lying
in wet and cold undergrowth, trying to get a glimpse of some rare species.

Formality and informality. There is a difference between observing formalities
and being formal in everyday life. Attitudes towards clothes are a good example of
this. It all depends on whether a person is playing a public or a private role. When
people are “on duty”, they have to obey some quite rigid rules. On the other hand,
when people do not play any public role, there are no rules at all. The British are
probably more tolerant to “strange” clothing than people of other European countries.

Perhaps because many have to follow clothing formalities during the week, the
British, unlike many other countries, like to “dress down” on Sundays, slip into sth
really scruffy. The British are comparatively uninterested in clothes. They spend a
lower proportion of their income on clothing than people in most other EU countries
do. Many people buy second hand clothes and are not embarrassed to admit it.

The difference between formalities and formality is the key to what people
from other countries sometimes experience as coldness among the British. Being
friendly in Britain often involves showing that you are not bothering with formalities, 1.e.:

e not addressing someone by his/her title (Mr, Mrs, Professor);

e not dressing smartly when entertaining guests;

e not shaking hands when meeting;

e not saying “please” when asking for sth.

It is probably true that the British, especially the English, are more reserved
than the people from many other countries. They find it comparatively difficult to
indicate friendship by open displays of affection: friendship is symbolised by
behaving as casually as possible.

Respect for privacy underlies many aspects of British life. It is not just privacy
in your own home which is important. Just as important is the individual’s right to
keep information about himself/herself private. Despite the increase in informality, it
is still seen as rude to ask people what is called “personal questions” (e.g. about how
much money they earn or about their family or sex life) unless you know them well.

ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

allotment IUISHKA, 110 BiAHA€THCS B
OpEHTY; TOPOJT

community centre (paiioHHMIT 200 MiCBHKHIT)
KYJbTYPHO-CIIOPTUBHUH IICHTP
council estate MiKpopaiioH, 3a0yJ0BaHUI
MYHIIUTAIGHUMU OYJTMHKaMHU
council house KUTIOBUH OYIHHOK, 110
HAJIC)KUTh MYHIIMITATBHIN paji
granny flat «balycrHa KBapTUPa»,
HEBEJIMKA KBapTHpa IS
JTITHBOTO YJICHA POJUHH,
3BUYANHO IIPUCTPOIOETHCS 10
OyMHKY

home help MPUOUPATLHULIS-TIOICHHUTIS
lower class HUKYHHA KIIAC, TPOCTOIION




happy hour qac 1001, KOJIM TOBApH
B1AITYCKArOTHCA 3a MUJIBI'OBOIO
1iHoo (y 6api # T. 11.)

housing estate paiioH JKUTIIOBOI 3a0yI0BH;
rpyna OyAHMHKIB

kilt CHITHUIIS MOTIAHICEKOTO
ropLst

lower middle class npibHa OypKyasis

stately home CTapOBMHHUH JIiM, 1110 MA€E
ICTOPUYHY 3HAYYIIICTh

tartan [' tRt (q) n] TapTaH, MIOTJIAHICHKUN TUIE]T

U /non-U TOM, 1110 (HE) € MPUHHATHUM Y
BHUIIIOMY TOBapHUCTBI,
“KynbTypHUN”

upper middle class BeJMKa Oyprkyasis

village green rajsiBUHa B LIEHTPI cena, 110
HaM4acTIIIEe € MICIIEM I
BIJIOYMHKY a00 CyCHIJIBHUX
300piB

DO YOU REMEMBER?

Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.

1. Anti-intellectualism” of the British is reflected in (1).

2. The “new British” are the people who\whose (2).

3. The examples of the conservatism of the British are (3), (4),

(5).

4. Within the Imperial system of measurements distances can be measured in
f (6) and 1 (7), liquids — in p (8) and g 9),
substances can be weighed in o (10)and p (11).

5. The ideal place for the British to live is (12). If they can’t afford this,
at least for the weekend, they rent (13) from local authorities.

6. The function of the National Trust is (14).

7.  When the British “dress down”, they (15).

8. The feature of “privacy” is not discussing (16) and (17)
even with close friends.

9. The Scottish feel different from the rest of the country because (18).
The people in Wales probably do not consider themselves to be especially Welsh
at all because (19). The characteristic feature of the English is

(20). In Northern Ireland people in terms of religion are either
(21) or (22), in terms of ethnicity are those whose
(23) and those whose (24). In terms of politics, the former
prefer (25), the latter (26).
10. A sense of identity based on the place of birth is (27).
11. The “southerners” are traditionally considered to be (28), while the

“northerners” are thought to be (29).



Lecture 4

THE ECONOMY AND EVERYDAY LIFE

Britain used to be one of the wealthiest countries in Europe. At present it is, by
most standards of measurement, poorer than the EU average. By the year 2000
Britain’s working population was 27 mln (nearly 50% of the total population). Those
in employment include full-time, part-time and self-employment people. Britain has a
mixed economy, based partly on state ownership but mainly on private enterprise. In
the mid-1980s the private sector accounted for 72% of total employment and 74% of
the goods and services produces in Britain. Government policy throughout the 1980°s
was to sell state-owned industries such as British Telecom and British Airways to
private investors thereby further increasing the size of the private sector.

Earning money. People are employed in the three sectors: primary,
manufacturing and services. Earlier in history, Britain had a very large manufacturing
sector. Food, fuel and raw materials such as cotton were imported in large quantities
and paid for with finished goods manufactured in Britain: it was known as “the
workshop of the world”. Today, the manufacturing sector and the small primary
sector are employing even fewer people mainly through the increase of productivity,
so that fewer workers are producing the same output more efficiently. Meanwhile,
service industries like banking and catering are expanding their workforce.

At the upper end of the social scale sceptic attitude to work exists because
leisure has always been the main sign of aristocracy. If you have to work, then the
less it looks like work the better. Employment is often divided into sections according
to type of work and social class. These categories include professional, manual and
non-manual. Traditionally therefore, a major sign of being middle class (as opposed
to working class) has been that you do non-manual work. The fact that skilled manual
(or “blue-collar’) workers have been paid more than the lower grades of “white-
collar” (i.e. non-manual) worker for several decades has only slightly changed this
perception. This “anti-work™ outlook among the working class has led to a relative
lack of ambition and a belief that high earnings are more important than job
satisfaction. These attitudes are slowly changing.

The old distinction between the white-collar and blue-collar workers has
become less clear as Britain’s new technology has become more important. The
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising defines six social classes, based on the
occupation of the head of the household:

Class Occupation

A Higher managerial, administrative or professional

B Intermediate managerial, administrative or professional

Cl Supervisory or clerical, junior managerial, administrative or
professional

C2 Skilled manual workers

D Semi- and unskilled manual workers

E State pensioners, casual or lowest grade workers, or long-term
unemployed




In 1951, 96% of the people in work in Britain had full-time jobs and the
majority of these (70%) were held by men. By 2000 21% of jobs were part-time and
44% of workers were women. The basic employment trend of the 1980s continued,
with a general rise in the number of part-time jobs for women, particularly in service
industries. The number of people who were self-employed also rose due partly to new
technologies and to changing work patterns. The high unemployment of the 1980s
fell during the 1990s. As well as regional and occupational variations there are big
differences in pay between men and women. The average full-time wage for woman
is still only 80% of the male average, even when the same job is involved. Certain
highly-paid occupations such as surgery are still almost exclusively confined to men.

The traditional lack of enthusiasm for work is the reason why the working day,
in comparison with most European countries, starts rather late (usu. 8 o’clock for
manual workers and around 9 for non-manual workers). The normal lunch-break is an
hour or less, and most people unless they work part-time continue working until 5 or
later. Many people work several hours overtime a week. In addition, a comparatively
large proportion of the British stay in the workforce for comparatively large
proportion of their lives. The normal retiring age for most people is 65 (60 for a
greater proportion of women).

There are two main ways in which British people look for work in Britain. One
is through newspapers (national ones for posts demanding the highest qualifications,
or local ones). The other is through the local job centre, which is run as a government
service. The level of unemployment is gradually rising and most jobs opportunities
are in the service sector (communications, health care and social care).

London has been an important centre of finance for many years. The financial
district, known simply as the City, occupies one square mile in the centre of London.
In contrast with the entertaining district of the West End, the City is almost deserted
at night. Although hundreds of thousands of people work in its offices by day, only
about eight thousand actually live within the square mile. When London was an
imperial capital, the City was its financial heart, but in the age of
telecommunications, the City can be situated anywhere.

The Bank of England is Britain’s central reserve bank. It controls other British
banks, issues banknotes (although the Scottish banks still issue their own notes), and
acts as the government’s banker. The City has the greatest concentration of banks in
the world and is responsible for about a quarter of international bank lending. The
Stock Exchange that deals with stocks and shares has existed in London for over 200
years. Since 1973 it has been the single International Stock Exchange for the UK and
the Republic of Ireland. In March 1986 membership of the London Stock Exchange
was opened to overseas companies, and commissions became negotiable. In October
1986 it became possible for stockbrokers to deal in shares through telephones and
computers instead of face-to-face interaction. These changes linked London much
more closely with the other international finance centres in Tokyo and New York. A
number of international exchanges are situated in the City. These provide an
international market where materials and services can be bought and sold, e.g. the
London Metal Exchange deals with metals and the Baltic Exchange arranges the sale




of half of the world’s ships and most of the world’s ship cargo. Lloyd’s of London
insures everything from houses to ships through its underwriters who accept risks on
behalf of groups of members responsible for meeting any insurance claims. Lloyd’s
currently receives £8,000 mln in payments each year, 75% from abroad.

Spending money: shopping. The British are not very adventurous shoppers.
They like reliability and buy brand-name goods, preferably with the price clearly
marked (they are not very keen on haggling over prices). It is therefore not surprising
that a high proportion of the country’s shops are branches of chain stores. Visitors
from Europe are surprised by the shabbiness of shop-window displays, even in
prosperous areas. This is not necessarily a sign of economic depression. It is just that
the British do not demand art in their shop windows. In general, they have been rather
slow to take on the idea that shopping might actually be fun. On the positive side,
visitors are also sometimes struck by the variety of types of shop. Most shops are
chain stores but among those that are not, there i1s much individuality. Independent
shop owners feel no need to follow conventional ideas about what a particular shop
does and does not sell. In the last quarter of the twentieth century supermarkets were
moving out of town, they were becoming bigger and turning into “hypermarkets”
stocking a wider variety of items. However, this trend has not gone as far as it has in
some EU countries. For example, few supermarkets sell clothes, shoes, kitchen
utensils or electrical goods. They still concentrate mainly on everyday needs.

The move out of town however is already well established, with many of the
country's chain stores following the supersets into specially built shopping centres.
The area in town where the local shops are concentrated is known as the High Street.
British high streets have suffered from the move towards out-of-town shopping. In
the worst-affected towns, as many as a quarter of the shops in the High Street are
vacant. But High Streets have often survived by adapting. In larger towns, shops have
tended to become either more specialised or to sell especially cheap goods (for people
who are too poor to own a car and drive out of town). Many have become charity
shops (selling second-hand items and staffed by volunteers) and discount stores.

A shop in a residential area is often referred to as the corner shop. These
sometimes sell various kinds of food, but they are not always general grocers.
Usually their main business is newspapers, magazines, sweets and tobacco products.
Only in corner shops do shopkeepers know their customers personally, only in these
i1s the interaction across the counter often social as well as transactional. People
working in other shops are often very helpful but the conversation usually has some
clear purpose. In the last quarter of the 20" century, many corner shops were taken
over by people from southern Asia and delighted the neighbourhood by staying open
very long hours.

The best known supermarket chains are Sainsbury and Tesco. Asda is the best
known of many discount stores. There is only one department store with a large
number of branches. This is Marks & Spencer. It is so well-known that it is often
referred to as “Marks and Sparks” or just “M and S”. To the British, clothes at M&S
are typical of the middle range: of fairly good quality, neither cheap nor expensive,
and rather conservative. In a category all by itself is Woolworth’s which used to have




a branch in almost every high street in the country. It sells mostly sweets, music, toys
and clothes of the cheaper kind.

ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.

1. About % (1) or mln (2) of the UK adult population are
employed though the general attitude towards doing any kind of work is

(3).

2.  Though Britain used to be “ ” (4), at present the biggest sector of the
national economy is (5).

3. AMm) (6) attitude to work has resulted, in particular, in a late start of
work: (7) for manual and (8) for non-manual workers.

4. Skilled manual workers are known as (9), while non-manual workers
are called (10).

5. Part-time jobs are traditionally taken on by (11).

6. In the UK men typically retire at the age of (12) while women do it at
the age of (13).

7. If one is unemployed he/she turns to the (14). However, higher
managerial positions can be found through (15).

8. Instead of the traditional subdivision of the society into (16),

(17) and (18) classes, the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising offers
(19) new social classes: A is (20), B is (21), Cl is
(22), C2 s (23),Dis (24) and E is (25).
9. The two world-famous financial institutions in the UK are (26) and
(27). The former’s functions include (28) and (29); the
latter deals with (30).

10. (31) is an association of London underwriters; they insure anything
from (32) to (33).

11. The British are (34) shopping. But if they do, they would typically go
to out-of-town (35). Those who cannot afford it go to (36) or

(37).

12. The corner shop is usually situated in (38) and owned by (39).
It provides the customers with (40), (41), (42).
However, it is mostly appreciated for (43).

13. In comparison with other EU countries the UK has (44) “hypermarket”
culture: (45) supermarkets sell clothes or electrical goods. They still
concentrate mainly on (46).

14. “M&S” which stands for (47) sells (48) clothes.

15.  Woolworth’s which used to be found in (49) of the country sells

(50) and (51). Itis (52) than M&S.

16. A charity shop sells (53) and is run by (54).



Lecture 5

THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE

The origins of the welfare state in Britain. Britain can claim to have been the
first country in the world to have accepted that it is part of the job of government to
help any citizen in need and to have set up what is generally known as a “welfare
state”. Before the 20" century, welfare was considered to be the responsibility of
local communities. The “care” provided was often very poor. An especially hated
institution in the 19" century was the workhouse where the old, the sick, the mentally
handicapped and orphans were sent. People were often treated very harshly or were
given as virtual slaves to equally harsh employers. During the first half of the 20"
century, a number of welfare benefits were introduced. These were a small old-age
pension scheme (1908), partial sickness and unemployment insurance (1912), and
unemployment benefits conditional on regular contributions and proof of need (1934).
The real impetus for the welfare state came in 1942 from a government commission
headed by William Beveridge, and its report on ‘“social insurance and allied
services”. In 1948 the National Health Act turned the report’s recommendations into
law and the National Health Service (NHS) was set up.

The NHS is very typically British. This is in its avoidance of bureaucracy. The
system, from the public’s point of view, is beautifully simple. There are no forms to
fill in and payments to be made which are later refunded. About 83% of the cost of
the health service is paid for by general taxation and the rest i1s met from the National
Insurance contributions paid by those in work. There are charges for prescriptions
and dental care but many people, such as children, pregnant women, pensioners and
those on Income Support, are exempt from payment.

Most people are registered with a local doctor (a GP, or General Practitioner)
who is increasingly likely to be a part of a health centre which serves the community.
A visit to the GP is the first step towards getting any kind of treatment. The GP then
arranges for whatever tests, surgery, specialist consultation or medicine are
considered necessary. Only if it is an emergency or if the patient i1s away from home
can treatment be obtained in some other way. Family Practitioners Committees
monitor and plan local GP, dentist, optician, and chemist services, and are directly
responsible to the secretary of state for health.

The UK spends less money per person on health care than any other country in
the western world. One possible reason for this is the way that GPs are paid. The
money which they get from the government does not depend on the number of
consultations they perform. Instead, it depends on the number of registered patients
they have — they get a “capitation” allowance for each one. It is in their interest that
patients remain as healthy as possible, so that they can have more patients on their
books. The other possible reason is that people do not like to make a big drama out of
being ill. If the doctor tells them that there is nothing to worry about, they are likely
to accept this diagnosis.

The potential of medical treatment has increased so dramatically, and the
number of old people needing medical care has grown so large, that costs have




rocketed. The NHS employs well over a million people, making it the largest single
employer in the country. NHS hospitals — many of which were built in the 19™
century — provide nearly half a million beds and have over 480,000 medical staff.
Medical practitioners frequently have to decide which patients should get the limited
resources available and which will have to wait, possibly to die as a result.

The secretary of state, who heads the Department of Health, decides overall
policy of the NHS. The next administrative layer, the regional health authorities
(RHA’s), use national guidelines to plan health care locally. Each RHA distributes
funds among its district health authorities (DHA’s), which plan and administer health
care. A DHA coordinates many different services, from district general hospitals and
community health services to facilities for the elderly, handicapped and mentally ill.

In the last quarter of the 20" century, the British government has implemented
reforms in an attempt to make the NHS more cost-efficient. One of these is that
hospitals have to use external companies for duties such as cooking and cleaning if
the cost is lower this way. Another is that hospitals can “opt out” of local authority
control and become self-governing trusts (i.e. registered charities). Similarly, GPs
who have more than a certain number of patients on their books can choose to control
their own budgets. Together these two reforms mean that some GPs now “shop
around” for the best-value treatment for their patients among various hospitals.

1971 Doctors and dentists 2001
24,000 number of doctors 30,700
2,390 average number of patients per doctor 1,970
5.6 average number of prescriptions per patient each year 7.3

4.3 cost of one patient’s prescription to the NHS 39.86
0.12 cost of one prescription to the patient (if not exempt) 20.44
12,500 number of dentists 17,600
4,500 average number of patients per dentist 3,200
1.4 average number of treatments per patient each year 2.2
Hospitals
700,800 number of people waiting for beds 805,900
12.1 average number of days spent in hospital (for surgery) 8.5
8.6 average number of days spent in hospital (having a baby) 6.5

Although pride and confidence in the NHS is still fairly strong, it is decreasing.
There has been a steady rise in the number of people paying for private medical care.
There are a number of private medical insurance schemes. The biggest is BUPA
(British United Provident Association). Such schemes are becoming increasingly
popular not because people believe that private treatment is any better than NHS
treatment from a purely medical point of view. But it is widely recognised as being
more convenient. The NHS patients who need a non-urgent operation often have to
wait more than a year, and even those who need a relatively urgent operation
sometimes have to wait even more than a month. Under private schemes, people can
choose to have their operation whenever, and as soon as they want. Private patients




sometimes use “pay beds” in NHS hospitals which are usually in separate room
(NHS patients are usually accommodated in wards containing ten to twenty beds).
There are also some hospitals and clinics which are completely private. These are
sometimes called “nursing homes”.

It 1s difficult to say exactly how healthy the nation is, but in general, compared
with 50 years ago, the health of the British has improved considerably, partly as a
result of better housing and education, and a higher standard of living. However, not
everybody enjoys a standard of health consistent with living in one of the world’s top
industrial nations. Health/health care vary considerably from area to area and the
middle-class tend to enjoy better health than the working class. Unemployment,
poverty, poor housing and diet are still major contributes to poor health. Still, as
people live in better conditions, eat better food and take more exercise, health
standards tend to rise and people live longer. There are other health problems such as
smoking-related illnesses, alcoholism and drug abuse, AIDS spread, and cancer. One
more worrying feature about health in Britain is that more people die of heart disease
and strokes (40% of men and 38% of women) than any other group of diseases.

Social security expenditure in Great Britain
by broad groups of beneficiaries
(Source: Department For Work and Pension)
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The benefits system. The most straightforward way is direct payments of
government money. Any adult who cannot find paid work, or any family whose total
income is not enough for its basic needs, is entitled to financial help. It comes in
various ways and is usually paid by the Department of Social Security. Anyone below
the retirement age of sixty-five who has previously worked for a certain minimum
period of time can receive unemployment benefit (known as “the dole”). This is




organised by the Department of Employment. All retired people are entitled to the
standard old-age pension, provided they have paid their national insurance
contributions for most of their working lives. After a certain age even people who are
still earning can receive their pension (at a slightly reduced rate). The government
pension is not very high. Many people therefore make arrangements during their
working lives to have some additional form of income after they retire. They may, for
instance, contribute to a pension fund (also called a “superannuation scheme”). These
are usually organised by employers and both employer and employee make regular
contributions to them. A life insurance policy can also be used as a form of saving.
Some people are entitled to neither pension nor unemployment benefit (because they
have not previously worked for long enough or they have been unemployed for a
long time). These people can apply for income support (previously -called
supplementary benefit) and if they have no significant savings, they receive it.
Income support is also paid to those with paid work but who need extra money, e.g.
because they have a particularly large family or their earnings are especially low.

The whole social security system is coming under increasing pressure because
of the rising numbers of both unemployed people and pensioners. It is believed that if
everybody actually claimed the benefits to which they are entitled, the system would
reach breaking point. It is argued that this blanket distribution of benefits should be
modified and that only those who really need them should get them. Still, this would
presuppose constant means tests for millions of households, which is very unpopular.

Social services and charities. As well as giving financial help, the government
also takes a more active role in looking after people’s welfare. Services are run either
directly or indirectly (“‘contracting out” to private companies) by local government,
e.g. building and running of old people’s homes and the provision of “home helps”
for the disabled. Professional social workers have the task of identifying and helping
members of the community in need: the old, the mentally handicapped and children
suffering from neglect or from maltreatment. There are also around 6 million
informal carers in the UK, about 58% of whom are women. However, there seems to
be values conflict in modern Britain. On the one hand, there is the traditional respect
for privacy and the importance placed on “family values”; on the other hand, there is
the modern expectation that public agencies will intervene in people’s private lives
and their legal ability to do so.

Before the welfare state was established and the concept of “social services”
came into being, the poor and the needy in Britain turned to charitable organisations.
These were and are staffed by unpaid volunteers, especially women and relied and
still rely on voluntary contributions from the public. There are more than 150,000
registered charities in the UK today. The Samaritans organisation offers free
counselling by phone, with anonymity guaranteed, to anybody who is in despair and
thinking of committing suicide. The Salvation Army grew out of Christian missionary
work in slums of London in the 19th century. It offers help to the most desperate, e.g.
overnight accommodation in hostels for the homeless. Barnardo’s founded in the 19®
century, used to provide homes for orphans and still helps children in need. MENCAP
is a charity for the mentally handicapped and campaigns on their behalf.




ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY
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DO YOU REMEMBER?
Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.
1. The NHS means (1). It was founded in (2). 3)
played a very active part in its establishment. Before that, welfare was considered
to be the responsibility of (4).
2. The structure of the British healthcare system from the top layer down is:
(3), (6), (7).

3. British welfare benefits, in order of their establishment, are (8),
), (10).

4. The NHS services are (11) except (12) and (13).
(14) % of the patient’s expenses are covered from (15).

5. The central figure of the NHS is a (16) whose duties include

(17) and (18). He\she sees the patients in the (19). The

quality of his/her work is controlled by (20) which are directly

responsible to (21).

If one feels unwell, first, they see (22) who then arranges (23).

7.  The recent reforms of the NHS presuppose that doctors can (24) and
hospitals can (25) in order to provide better and cheaper services.

8. The NHS drawback is (26). In this case a patient can (27). Its
symbol is (28).

9. “Pay beds” are to be found in (29) hospitals while (30) are
known as (31). There are up to (32) beds in a typical NHS ward.

10. Nowadays death of about 39% of the British is caused by (33). Other
most serious illnesses for the British are (34), (35),

(36).

11. British people are helped by direct payments of government money such as
(37), (38), (39).

12. The whole social benefits system is being criticized because of (40).

13. To save money for additional payments on retirement, the British contribute to
(41) or buy (42).

14. (43) and (44) are the examples of social services provided by
the British government. Their value is ambivalent: they are necessary from the
point of view (45); on the other hand, they interfere with a person’s right
for (46).

15. There are about (47) registered charities in the UK today. The oldest
are (48) aimed at (49) and (50) aimed at
(51). Besides, there is (52) which offers free and anonymous counselling
by phone, while (53) is a charity for the mentally handicapped.

.O\




Lecture 6

EDUCATION IN THE UK

Historical background. The British government attached little importance to
education until the end of the 19™ century. It was one of the last governments in Europe
to organize education for everybody. Britain was leading the world in industry and
commerce, so, it was felt, education must somehow be taking care of itself. Schools and
other educational institutions (such as universities) existed in Britain long before the
government began to take an interest in education — some of the most famous schools
include Eaton (1440); Harrow (1572); Rugby (1567); Winchester (1382). When the
government finally got down to the education, it did not sweep these institutions away,
nor did it always take them over. In typically British fashion, it sometimes incorporated
them into the system and sometimes left them outside it. Most importantly, the
government left alone the small group of schools which had been used in the 19
century (and in some cases before then) to educate the sons of the upper and upper-
middle classes.

At these “public” schools, the emphasis was on ‘character-building” and the
development of “team spirit” rather than on academic achievement. This involved the
development of distinctive customs and attitudes, the wearing of distinctive clothes and
the use of specialized items of vocabulary. They were all “boarding schools”, so they
had a deep and lasting influence on their pupils. Their aim was to prepare young men to
take up positions in the higher ranks of the army, in business, the legal profession, the
civil service and politics. When the pupils from these schools finished their
education, they formed the ruling elite, retaining the distinctive habits and formed
a closed group, to a great extent separate from the rest of society. Entry into this
group was difficult for anybody who had had a different education. When, in the
20" century, education and its possibilities for social advancement came within
everybody’s reach, new schools tended to copy the features of the public schools.
The modern educational system has been through a period of constant change and it is
difficult to predict what further changes will occur in the next decade. At the same
time, however, there are certain underlying characteristics that seem to remain fixed.

Organization. Despite recent changes, it is a characteristic of the British system
that there 1s comparatively little central control or uniformity. For example, education is
managed not by one, but by three, separate government departments: the Department
for Education and Employment is responsible for England and Wales alone — Scotland
and Northern Ireland have their own departments. In fact, within England and Wales
education has traditionally been seen as separate from “training”, and the two areas of
responsibility have only recently been combined in a single department.

None of these central authorities exercises much control over the details of what
actually happens in the country’s educational institutions. All they do is to ensure the
availability of education, dictate and implement its overall organization and set overall
learning objectives (which they enforce through a system of inspectors) up to the end of
compulsory education.




Central government does not prescribe a detailed programme or determine what
books and materials should be used. It says, what schoolchildren should learn, but it
only offers occasional advice about how they should learn it. Nor does it dictate the exact
hours of the school day, dates of holidays or the age at which a child must start in full-
time education. It does not manage an institution’s finances either, it just decides how
much money to give it. In general, as many details as possible are left up to the individual
institution or the Local Education Authority (LEA, a branch of local government).

Style. Learning for its own sake, rather than for any particular practical
purpose, has traditionally been given a comparatively high value in Britain. In
comparison with most other countries, a relatively strong emphasis has been put on the
quality of person that education produces (as opposed to the qualities of abilities that it
produces).

This approach has had a far-reaching effect on many aspects of the
educational system. First of all, it has influenced the general style of teaching, which
has tended to give priority to developing understanding rather than acquiring
factual knowledge and learning to apply this knowledge to specific tasks. This is
why British young people do not appear to have to work as hard as their
counterparts in other European countries. Primary schoolchildren do not normally
have formal homework to do and university students have fewer hours of
programmed attendance than students on the continent do. (On the other hand, they
receive greater personal guidance with their work). A second effect has been an
emphasis on academic ability rather than practical ability (despite English anti-
intellectualism). This has resulted in high-quality education for the intelligent and
academically inclined (at the upper secondary and university levels) with
comparatively little attention given to the educational needs of the rest.

The traditional approach, together with the dislike of centralized authority,
also helps to explain why the British school system got a national curriculum (a
national specification of learning objectives) so much later than other European
countries. If your aim is so vague and universal, it is difficult to specify what its
elements are. It is for the same reason that British schools and universities have
tended to give such a high priority to sport. The idea is that it helps to develop the
“complete” person. The importance of school as a “community” can increase this
emphasis. Sporting success enhances the reputation of an institution. Until the last
quarter of the 20" century, certain sports at some universities (especially Oxford and
Cambridge) and medical schools were played to an international standard. People
with poor academic records were sometimes accepted as students because of their
sporting prowess (although, unlike in the USA, this practice was always unofficial).

Recent developments. Before 1965 most children in the country had to take an
exam at about the age of eleven, at the end of their primary schooling. If they passed
this exam, they went to a grammar school where they were taught, academic subjects
to prepare them for university, the professions, managerial jobs or other highly-
skilled jobs; if they failed, they went to a secondary modern school, where the
lessons had a more practical and technical bias. Many people argued that it was
wrong for a person’s future life to be decided at so young an age. The children who




went to secondary moderns tended to be seen as “failures”. Moreover, it was noticed
that the children who passed this exam (known as the “eleven plus”) were almost all
from middle-class families. The system seemed to reinforce class distinctions. It was
also unfair because the proportion of children who went to a grammar school varied
greatly from area to area (from 5% to 40%). These days, most eleven-year-olds all go
on to the same local school. These schools are known as comprehensive schools. (The
decision to make this change was in the hands of LEAs, so it did not happen at the
same time all over the country. In fact, there are still one or two places where the old
system is still in force.) However, the comprehensive system has also had its critics:
there should be more choice available to parents who disliked the uniformity of
education given to teenagers; there is a widespread feeling that educational standards
fell and that the average eleven-year old in Britain is significantly less literate and
less numerate than his or her European counterpart.

SCHOOLS IN 1988

SCHOOLS IN 2008

a) state schools controlled by LEAs;

b) LEAs decide school budgets,
including books, teachers’ salaries, and
cleaning;

c) children go to schools whose
“catchment area” they live in (always
but not usually the nearest school to
their home);

d) all pupils study religion (the only
subject required by law);

a) all schools are inspected by the
Office for Standards of Education;

b) results of inspections are publicly
available and are used by parents to
choose their children’s school;

c) schools  follow the  national
curriculum including compulsory literacy
and numeracy lessons;

d) all children are tested at “Key
Stages” by Standard Assessment Tests

e) schools assess children’s progress by
their own internal tests

School life. There is no countrywide system of nursery (i.e. pre-primary)
schools. In some areas primary schools have nursery schools attached to them, but in
others there 1s no provision of this kind. The average child does not begin full-time
attendance at school until he or she is about five and starts primary school. Almost
all schools are either primary or secondary only, the latter being generally larger.
Nearly all schools work a five-day week, with no half-day, and are closed on
Saturdays. The day starts at or just before nine o’clock and finishes between three
and four, or a bit later for older children. The lunch break usually lasts about an
hour-and-a-quarter. Nearly two-thirds of pupils have lunch provided by the school.
Parents pay for this, except for the 15% who are rated poor enough for it to be free.
Other children either go home for lunch or take sandwiches.

Methods of teaching vary, but there is most commonly a balance between
formal lessons with the teacher at the front of the classroom, and activities in which
children work in small groups round a table with the teacher supervising. In
primary schools, the children are mostly taught by a class teacher who teaches all
subjects.



In secondary schools, pupils have different teachers for different subjects and
are given regular homework. The older children get, the more likely they are to be
separated into groups according to their perceived abilities, sometimes for particular
subjects only, sometimes across all subjects. But some schools teach all subjects to
“mixed ability” classes. The rights and wrongs of this practice have generated heated
debate for decades and there is great variety from school to school and area to area.

The school year. Schools usually divide their year into three “terms”, three
months each, named after seasons. The autumn term starts on the first Tuesday
morning in September. In July schools break up for eight weeks. In addition, all
schools have a “half-term” (= half-term holiday), lasting a few days or a week in the
middle of each term.

Christmas Easter Summer

Autumn holiday Spring holiday Summer holiday
term (about 2 term (about 2 term (about 6
weeks) weeks) weeks)

chemistry, English, French, German, Latin,
geography, history, religious education, music
and cooking. This is her timetable for
Wednesday:

Rachel Blackenhagen, 15, goes to Greycourt
Comprehensive School in a suburb of
London. She studies maths, physics, biology,

The children have lunch at
school. Some bring their own
sandwiches and some have a hot
meal cooked in the school

Religion is taught in
all British schools.

Once a week, the Kitchens.
whole school meets \
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once a week

At home, Rachel
does one or two
hours of homework
every evening

After school there are clubs which the
children can choose to go to. Rachel
does arts on Mondays and woodwork
on Wednesdays.



Thomas O’Mailey, 14, goes to Ampleforth, a
private school in the North of England. He
has lessons on Saturday mornings, but he is

free on Saturday afternoons and evenings. On

Sundays he goes to church in the morning,
and has games in the afternoon, but he can do
what he likes in the evening.

Most private
schools have

Thomas / .
sleeps in the ‘cadet corps” in
“dormitory” AM PM which the boys
with six other 7.35% Call'to get up 14.00 CCF ¥ train to be
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Education beyond sixteen. At the age of sixteen people are free to leave school
if they want to. With Britain’s newfound enthusiasm for continuing education (and
because the general level of unemployment is now high), far fewer sixteen-year-olds
go straight out and look for a job than there used to. About a third of them still take
this option, however. Most do not find employment immediately and many take part
in training schemes which involve on-the-job training combined with part-time
college courses.

In England and Wales, for those who stay in education and study conventional
academic subjects, there is more specialization than there is in most other countries.
Typically, a pupil spends a whole two years studying just three subjects, usually
related ones, in preparation for taking A-/evel exams, though this is something else
which might change in the near future.

The independence of Britain’s educational institutions is most noticeable in
universities. They make their own choices of who to accept on their courses.
Universities normally select students on the basis of A-level results and an interview.
Those with better exam grades are more likely to be accepted. But in principle there
is nothing to stop a university accepting a student who has no A-levels at all and
conversely, a student with top grades in several A-levels is not guaranteed a place.

The availability of higher education has increased greatly in the second half of
the 20" century. Nevertheless, finding a university place is not easy. Universities
only take the better students. Because of this, and also because of the relatively high
degree of personal supervision of students which the low ratio of students to staff
allows, nearly all university students complete their studies — and in a very short time
too! In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, it is only for modern languages and
certain vocational studies that students take more than three years. In Scotland, four
years is the norm for most subjects.

Another reason for the low drop-out rate is that “full-time” really means full-
time. Students are not supposed to take a job during term time (normally about thirty
to thirty-four weeks of the year). Unless their parents are rich, they receive a state
grant of money which is intended to cover most of their living expenses during this
time. This also includes the cost of accommodation. A large proportion of students
live “on campus”, (or, in Oxford and Cambridge, “in college”), or in rooms nearby,
which tends to mean that the student is surrounded by a university atmosphere.

However, the expansion of higher education is putting a strain on these
characteristics. More students means more expense for the state. The government's
response has been to reduce the amount of the student grant and to encourage a
system of “top-up” loans instead. As a result, many more students cannot afford to
live away from home. In 1975 it was estimated that 80% of all university students
were non-local. This percentage is becoming lower and lower. In addition, a large
number of students are being forced fo “moonlight” (that is, secretly do a part-time
job). A further result of increased numbers of students without a corresponding
increase in budgets is that the student/staff ratio has been getting higher. All of these
developments threaten to reduce the traditionally high quality of British university




education. They also threaten to reduce its availability to students from low-income
families.

Types of university

Oxbridge. This name denotes the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, both
founded in the medieval period. They are federations of semi-independent colleges,
each college having its own staff, known as “Fellows”. Most colleges have their own
dining hall, library and chapel and contain enough accommodation for at least half of
their students. The Fellows teach the college students, either one-to-one or in very small
groups (known as “futorials” in Oxford and “supervisions’ in Cambridge). Oxbridge
has the lowest student/staff ratio in Britain. Lectures and laboratory work are organized
at university level. As well as the college libraries, there are the two university libraries,
both of which are legally entitled to a free copy of every book published in Britain.
Before 1970 all Oxbridge colleges were single-sex (mostly for men). Now, the majority
admit both sexes.

The Old Scottish Universities. By 1600 Scotland boasted four universities. They
were Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and St Andrews. The last of these resembles
Oxbridge in many ways, while the other three are more like civic universities (see
below) in that most of the students live at home or find their own rooms in town. At
all of them the pattern of study is closer to the continental tradition than to the English
one — there is less specialization than at Oxbridge.

The early nineteenth-century English universities. Durham University was
founded in 1832. Its collegiate living arrangements are similar to Oxbridge, but
academic matters are organized at university level. The University of London started in
1836 with just two colleges. Many more have joined since, scattered widely around the
city, so that each college is almost a separate university. The central organization is
responsible for little more than exams and the awarding of degrees.

The older civic (‘redbrick’) universities. During the 19" century various institutes
of higher education, usually with a technical bias, sprang up in the new industrial towns
and cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. Their buildings were of local
material, often brick, in contrast to the stone of older universities (hence the name,
“redbrick™). They catered only for local people. At first, they prepared students for
London University degrees, but later they were given the right to award their own
degrees, and so became universities themselves. In the mid-twentieth century they
started to accept students from all over the country.

The campus universities. These are purpose-built institutions located in the
countryside but close to towns. Examples are East Anglia, Lancaster, Sussex and
Warwick. They have accommodation for most of their students on site and from their
beginning, mostly in the early 1960s, attracted students from all over the country. They
tend to emphasize relatively “new” academic disciplines such as social sciences and to
make greater use than other universities of teaching in small groups, often known as
“seminars”.

The newer civic universities. These were originally technical colleges set up by
local authorities in the first sixty years of the 20™ century. Their upgrading to university
status took place in two waves. The first wave occurred in the mid-1960s, when ten of




them (e.g. Aston in Birmingham, Salford near Manchester and Strathclyde in Glasgow)
were promoted in this way. Then, in the early 1970s, another thirty became
“polytechnics”, which meant that as well as continuing with their former courses, they
were allowed to teach degree courses (the degrees being awarded by a national body). In
the early 1990s most of these (and also some other colleges) became universities. Their
most notable feature is flexibility with regard to studying arrangements, including
“sandwich” courses (i.e. studies interrupted by periods of time outside education).
They are now all financed by central government.

The Open University. This is one development in education in which Britain can
claim to have led the world. It was started in 1969. It allows people who do not have an
opportunity to be “ordinary” students to study for a degree. Its courses are taught through
the Internet, television, radio, and specially written coursebooks. Its students work with
tutors, to whom they send their written work and with whom they then discuss it, either at
meetings or through correspondence. In summer, they have to attend short residential
courses of about a week.

Exams and qualifications

GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education). The exams taken by most
fifteen- to sixteen-year-olds in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Marks are given
for each subject separately. The syllabuses and methods of examination of the various
examining boards differ. However, there is uniform system of marks, all being graded
from A to G. Grades A, B and C are regarded as “good” grades.

SCE (Scottish Certificate of Education). The Scottish equivalent of GCSE.
These exams are set by the Scottish Examinations Board. Grades are awarded in
numbers (1 = the best).

A Levels (Advanced Levels). Higher-level academic exams set by the same
examining boards that set GCSE exams. They are taken mostly by people around the
age of eighteen who wish to go on to higher education.

SCE “Highers” = The Scottish equivalent of A-levels.

GNVQ (General National Vocational Qualification). Courses and exams in
job-related subjects. They are divided into five levels, the lowest level being
equivalent to GCSEs/SCEs and the third level to A-levels/“Highers”. Most
commonly, GNVQ courses are studied at Colleges of Further Education, but more
and more schools are also offering them.

Degrees are qualifications from a university. (Other qualifications obtained
after secondary education are usually called “certificate” or “diploma”). Students
studying for a first degree are called undergraduates. When they have been
awarded a degree, they are known as graduates. Bachelor's Degree is a general
name for a first degree, most commonly a BA (= Bachelor of Arts) or BSc (=
Bachelor of Science). Master's Degree i1s a general name for a second
(postgraduate) degree, most commonly an MA or MSc. At Scottish universities,
however, these titles are used for first degrees. Doctorate is the highest academic
qualification. This usually (but not everywhere) carries the title PhD ( = Doctor of
Philosophy). The time taken to complete a doctorate varies, but it is generally
expected to involve three years of more-or-less full-time study.




ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

A-level €K3aMEH 3a POorpaMmoro
CepEAHBOI IKOJIA Ha
M1 IBUIIICHOMY PiBHI
BA/BSc 0akajaBp MUCTELTB/ HAYK

boarding school

MAHCI10H, 3aKpUTHI ya00BUI
3aKyaj

catchment area

paiioH o0xBaTy (MiKpOpaioH,
1110 00CITYTOBYETHCS LIIKOJIOK0)

chancellor [' CRnsglq]

IIOYECHUHN PEKTOP
YHIBEPCHUTETY

college of education

IEeJarorigyHuil KOJIEIK

College of Further Education

KOJIEIK IMOJANbINOI OCBITH

comprehensive school

€aArHa CCpCaHsA IIKOJIa

county school

mKoJja rpadcrea

crammer (coll)

MpUBATHA IIKOJIA JUIS
IMTOTOBKY JIO 3/1a4l 1ICIIATIB

CSE aTecTar Ipo 3arajbHy OCBITY,
arectar 3piiocTi (y
IloTnanmii)

day boy/girl JTUTHHA, IO BiJBITY€ MIKOTY-

[MAHCIOH JIMILIE BICHD

the Department for Education

MiHicTepCcTBO OCBITH Ta

and Employment 3alHATOCTI

don Bukianay (B Okcdopai i
KemOpumxki)

eleven-plus €K3aMEHHU IS
OJIMHA IS THPIYHUX

fellow MOJIOJIIINNA HAYKOBUH
CHIBPOOITHUK KOJICIKY a0
YHIBEPCHUTETY

GCSE aTecTar Ipo 3arajlbHy CEpEaHIO
OCBITY

GNVQ HAaI[lOHAJIbHE CBIIOLTBO MPO
npodeciiiny kBamidikaiiro

graduate CTYZAEHT, 10 MIPOXOAUTH KYpC

MaricTparypu micis
3aKiHYEHHS YOTUPUPIYHOTO
KOJICIDKY 1 OTPUMAaHHS CTYICHS
OakanaBpa

grammar school

KJIaCHYHa IIKoIa (JUIs JiTeH
crapie 11 pokiB, BiniOpaHux
3a pe3yJIbTaTaMu €K3aMEHiB)

Greats (coll) OCTaHHIN ICITUT Ha CTYTiHb
OakajaBpa ryMaHITapHUX HAyK
(y Kem6puuki it Oxcdopai)

“half-term” KOPOTKI KaHIKYJIH (B cepenHi

CeMEeCTpY, UYBEPTi)

hall of residence

CTYJIEHTCHKUH I'YPTOKUTOK

independent school

IMPpHUBATHA IIKOJIa




LEA (the Local Education
Authority)

MicreBi opranu OCBIiTH

to “moonlight”

niapoOnaTu (0coOIuBoO
Beuopamu abo BHOUI TTICHs
HaBYaHHS)

National Curriculum

HaI[lOHAJILHUN Y40OBHI TUTaH

nursery schools = pre-primary

IUTSYUN cajg

O-level

eK3aMeH 3a MPOorpaMoro
CEepEAHBOI IKOJIA Ha
3BHYAITHOMY DiBHI

on campus B YHIBEPCHUTETCHKOMY MiCTEUKY

the Old Scottish Universities Haiicrapimii motianaceki
YHIBEpCUTETH

the older civic (‘redbrick’) «4epBOHOIIETETTHbHUL

universities YHIBEpCUTETHY;

YHIBEPCHUTET APYTOr0 PO3PSLILY

on-the-job training

HaBYaHHS Ha poOOYOMY MiCITi
(6e3 BipuBY BiJ BUPOOHHUIITBA)

the Open University. Binkputuii yHiBepcUTET;
YHiIBepCcHUTET I BCIiX
Oxbridge Oxcdopacekuit Ta

KeMOpumKchKuil yHIBEpCUTETH
(s1x HAMicTapi)

primary school

HIKOJIa JUIs JTe! y Billi BiJ 5
1o 11 pokiB

public school

npUBiIeHiOBaHUI TPUBATHUI
yu0OBUii 3aKJ1a]l B OCHOBHOMY
JUTSL XJIOITYHKIB

sandwich course

Kypc HaBYaHHS, 110 Yeprye
TEOPIiI0 3 IPAKTUKOIO

secondary modern school

cepeliHs cydyacHa IIKoua (Juist
niteit Big 11 mo 16 pokiB; mae
MPAKTUYHY CIPSIMOBAHICTh)

secondary school

cepeiHs IIKoJa

sixth form college

MTOTOBYHI KOJIEIDK

Standard Assessment Tests

CrangapTHe OLIHIOBAIbHE
TECTYBaHHS

tutorial (Oxford) = supervision
(Cambridge)

KOHCYJIbTAIlisl, TPaKTUYH1
3aHATTS 3 KEPIBHUKOM

undergraduate

TOM, XTO HABYAETHCA Y KOJIEKI
a0o0 yHIBEpCHUTETI Ta IIe He
OTpPHMAaB JUIJIOMY OakayaBpa

vice-chancellor

PEKTOP YHIBEPCUTETY




DO YOU REMEMBER?
Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.

1.

The first public school, (1), was founded in (2). It was
followed by (3), (4), and (5). They aimed at
(6) and (7) rather than (8). Since that time, the main feature of
British education has been 9).

A most typical trait of British education system is (10). The “top”
educational body for England and Wales is (11) whose function consists
n (12). All the “details” are left to (13).

The most radical change in the system of secondary education made in the
second half of the 20" century was the abolishment of the so-called (14)
exam and, resulting from it, the establishment of (15) schools. However,
secondary education in (16) schools that prepare the young for
(17) and (18) schools which have (19) still exists.

In the UK, school starts on (20). The first (21) lasts till
Christmas. The school year is over in (22) when pupils have a(n)

(23)-week holiday. Short mid-term holidays are known as (24).

. All British children have to attend school between (25) and (26).

Pre-school education is not (27) but many parents prefer to take their
children to (28). On the other hand, if an adolescent is going to enter a
university, he\she has to study for (29) more years specialising in
(30) subjects in order to take (31) exam on whose results and
on an (32) he\she will be generally accepted by a university.
British students usually get their BA\Sc degree within (33) years. The
problems they might face are (34), (35) and (36).
The oldest universities in England are (37) and (38)
commonly named (39). The oldest universities of Scotland are called
(40), they are (41), (42), (43) and (44).
The University of Durham is and the University of London are known as
(45). Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds have the so-called (46)
universities. East Anglia, Lancaster, Sussex and Warwick universities are known
as (47). (48) universities like Aston in Birmingham were
originally polytechnics. The university that teaches through the Internet, radio and
TV is (49).
(50) has always been important for British education. In the 19®
century it helped to develop “team spirit” in (51), in the 20" century
some of its kinds were played at (52) at the international level standards.




Lecture 7

MASS MEDIA OF THE UK

British people watch a lot of television. They are also reported to be le world's
most dedicated home-video users. But this does not mean that they have given up
reading. They are the world’s third biggest newspaper buyers; only the Japanese and
the Swedes buy more.

The importance of the national press. Newspaper publication is dominated by
the national press, which is an indication of the comparative weakness of regional
identity in Britain. Nearly 80% of all households buy a copy of one of the main
national papers every day. There are more than eighty local and regional daily
papers; but the total circulation of all of them together is much less than the
combined circulation of the national “dailies”. The only non-national papers with
significant circulations are published in the evenings.

Most local papers do not appear on Sundays, so on that day the dominance of
the national press i1s absolute. The “Sunday papers’ are so-called because that is the
only day on which they appear. The Sunday papers sell slightly more copies than the
national dailies and are thicker. Some of them have six or more sections making up a
total of well over 200 pages. Another indication of the importance of “the papers” is
the morning paper round. Most newsagents organise this, and more than half of the
country’s readers get their morning paper delivered to their door by a teenager who
gets up at around half-past five every day in order to earn a bit of extra pocket
money.

It has been estimated that on an average weekday 54% of people aged fifteen
and over in the UK read a national morning newspaper (59% of men and 50% of
women). National papers have an average (but declining) total circulation of some
13 million on weekdays and about 14 million on Sundays. There are more than
13,000 regional and local newspaper titles.

The two types of national newspaper. Each of the national papers can be
characterised as belonging to one of two distinct categories. The “quality paper”, or
“broadsheets”, cater for the better educated readers. The “popular papers”, or
“tabloids”, contain far less print than the broadsheets and far more pictures. They use
larger headlines and write in a simpler style of English. While the broadsheets like
The Times, The Independent or The Guardian give their readers in-depth background
to crucial issues of the day, the tabloids like The Sun, The Mirror or The Daily Star
concentrate on “human interest” stories, which often means sex and scandal.
However, there are in-between papers like The Daily Mail or The Express which
cover a good deal of news in a popular way. All types of paper devote equal amounts
of attention to sport. The difference between them is in the treatment of the topics
they cover, and in which topics are given the most prominence. The reason that the
quality newspapers are called broadsheets and the popular ones tabloids is because
they are different shapes. The broadsheets are twice as large as the tabloids. The
quality papers sell from 300,000 to 1 million copies each day, the middle-of-the-road




papers sell around 2 million copies a day while the tabloids have circulations of up to
4 million copies a day.

The characteristics of the national press: politics. What counts for the
newspaper publishers is business. All of them are in the business first and foremost to
make money. Their primary concern is to sell as many copies as possible and to
attract as much advertising as possible. They normally put selling copies ahead of
political integrity. The way politics is presented in the national newspapers reflects
the fact that British political parties are parliamentary organisations. Though different
papers have differing political outlooks, none of the large newspapers is an organ of a
political party. Many are often obviously in favour of the policies of some party (or
against the policies of another party), but none of them would ever use “we” or “us”
to refer to a certain party.

The British press is controlled by a rather small number of extremely large
multinational companies. This fact helps to explain two notable features. One of
these is its freedom from interference from government. The press is so powerful in
this respect that it is sometimes referred to as “the fourth estate” (the other three
being the Commons, the Lords and the monarch). This freedom is ensured because
there 1s a general feeling in the country that “freedom of speech” is a basic
constitutional right.

National newspapers
(Source: Audit Bureau of Circulations)

Circulation Circulation

Title (foundation date) average, | Title (foundation date) average,
thousands thousands

Dailies Sundays
Populars Populars
Daily Mirror (1903) 2,151 | News of the World (1843) 3,971
Daily Star (1978) 677 | Sunday Mirror (1963) 1,810
Sun (1964) 3,497 | People (1881) 1,386
Mid-market Mid-market
Daily Mail (1896) 2,381 | Mail on Sunday (1982) 2,309
Express (1900) 907 | Sunday Express (1918) 877
Qualities Qualities
Financial Times (1888) 461 | Sunday Telegraph (1961) 769
Daily Telegraph (1855) 969 | Independent of Sunday
Guardian (1821) 390 | (1990) 216
Independent (1986) 196 | Observer (1791) 420
Times (1785) 667 | Sunday Times (1822) 1,354




The characteristics of the national press: sex and scandal. The desire to attract
more readers at all costs has meant that, since the late 20™ century, even the
broadsheets in Britain can look rather “popular” when compared to equivalent
“quality” papers in some other countries. They are still serious newspapers containing
high-quality articles whose presentation of factual information is usually reliable. But
even they now give a lot of coverage to news with a “human interest” angle when
they have the opportunity.

The other feature of the national press which is partially the result of the
commercial interests of its owners is its shallowness. Few other European countries
have a popular press which is so “low”. Some of the tabloids have almost given up
even the pretence of dealing with serious matters. Apart from sport, their pages are
full of little except stories about the private lives of famous people.

This emphasis on revealing the details of people’s private lives has led to
discussion about the possible need to restrict the freedom of the press. This is
because, in behaving this way, the press has found itself in conflict with another
British principle which is as strongly felt as that of freedom of speech — the right to
privacy. Many journalists now appear to spend their time trying to discover the most
sensational secrets of well-known personalities, or even of ordinary people who, by
chance, find themselves connected with some newsworthy situation. There is a
widespread feeling that, in doing so, they behave too intrusively.

Complaints regarding invasions of privacy are dealt with by the Press
Complaints Commission (PCC). This organization is made up of newspaper editors
and journalists. In other words, the press is supposed to regulate itself. It follows a
Code of Practice which sets limits on the extent to which newspapers should publish
details of people’s private lives. Many people are not happy with this arrangement
and various governments have tried to formulate laws on the matter. However,
against the right to privacy the press has successfully been able to oppose the
concept of the public’s “right to know”.

The rest of the press. Magazines cater for almost every taste and specialize in
almost every pastime. Among these publications there are a few weeklies dealing
with news and current affairs. Partly because the national press is so predictable (and
often so trivial), some of these periodicals manage to achieve a circulation of more
than a hundred thousand.

The Economist is of the same type as Time, Newsweek, Der Spiegel and
L’Express. Its analyses, however, are generally more thorough. It is fairly obviously
right-wing in its views, but the writing is of very high-quality and that is why it has
the reputation of being one of the best weeklies in the world. The New Statesman and
Society is the left-wing equivalent of The Economist and is equally serious and well-
written. Private Eye is a satirical magazine which makes fun of all parties and
politicians, and also makes fun of the mainstream press. It specializes in political
scandal and, as a result, is forever defending itself in legal actions. It is so outrageous
that some chains of newsagents sometimes refuse to sell it. Although its humour is
often very “schoolboyish”, it is also well-written and it is said that no politician can
resist reading it. The country’s bestselling magazine is the Radio Times, which, as




well as listing all the television and radio programmes for the coming week, contains
some fifty pages of articles.

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). Just as the British Parliament has
the reputation for being “the mother of parliaments”, so the BBC might be said to be
“the mother of information services”. The BBC began, right from the start in 1927, to
establish its effective independence and its reputation for impartiality. This first
occurred through the medium of radio broadcasts to people in Britain.

Then, in 1932 the BBC World Service was set up, with a license to broadcast
first to the empire and then to other parts of the world. During the Second World War
it became identified with the principles of democracy and free speech. In this way the
BBC’s fame became international. Today, the World Service still broadcasts around
the globe, in English and in several other languages.

It 1s true that it depends neither on advertising nor (directly) on the government
for its income. It gets this from the license fee which everybody who uses a television
set has to pay. However, the government decides how much this fee is going to be,
appoints the BBC’s board of governors and its director general, has the right to veto
any BBC programme before it has been transmitted and even has the right to take
away the BBC’s license to broadcast. In theory, therefore, it would be easy for a
government to influence what the BBC does.

The BBC broadcasts both in the UK in English and 35 other languages to
countries in all parts of the world. The owners of television sets in the UK pay an
annual license fee that finances BBC programmes. Grants from the UK government
pay for programmes broadcast to other countries. The BBC operates on a non-profit
basis and has no commercial advertising.

The BBC radio. Radio 1 began broadcasting in 1967. Devoted almost entirely
to pop music, its birth was a signal that popular youth culture could no longer be
ignored by the country’s established institutions. In spite of recent competition from
independent commercial radio stations, it still has over ten million listeners. Radio 2
broadcasts mainly light music and chat shows. Radio 3 is devoted to classical music.
Radio 4 broadcasts a variety of programmes, from plays and comedy shows to
consumer advice programmes and in-depth news coverage. It has a small but
dedicated following. Radio 5 is largely given over to sports coverage and news.

Television. Almost all TV broadcasting is controlled by the BBC or by the
ITC, the Independent Television Commission. The BBC is a non-profit corporation, it
broadcasts on two channels: BBC-1 and BBC-2. The ITC awards franchises to
commercial television companies, which provide an extensive television service
through two channels, Independent Television (ITV) or Channel 3, and Channel 4. A
Welsh version of Channel 4 is Sianel Pedwar Cymru (S4C). There are also about 15
independent regional UK television companies. Each company makes programmes
for its local audience. During peak viewing hours, however, most of the companies
show the same programmes. There is only one kind of programme that the companies
are obliged to broadcast, the Independent Television News (ITN) programmes. The
ITN is jointly owned and financed by the ITV companies.




The channels represented in the table below are the

viewers in the country receive.

channels which all

BBC1 ITV

BBC2 Channel 4

Started 1936 Started 1954

Started 1964 Started 1982

No advertising Advertisements every

15-30 minutes

No advertising Advertisements every

15-30 minutes

Early weekday mornings

A rather relaxed style of news magazine
punctuated with more formal news summaries

Open University
programmes

A very informal
breakfast show

Mornings and early afternoons

A mixture of popular discussion programmes,
quiz shows, soap operas and an even more

relaxed type of magazine programme, usually
presented by a male-female pair of presenters

Educational programmes, some aimed at
schools and others with a more general
educational purpose

Late afternoons

Children’s programmes, which vary greatly in
style and content

General documentary and features

Evenings

News (including regional news programmes)
and the most popular soaps, dramas, comedies,
films and various programmes of light
entertainment and general interest

Documentaries, and programmes appealing to
minority groups and minority interests; drama
and “alternative” comedy; news programmes
which cover matters in more depth than those on
BBC-1 or ITV

Open University (late

at night)

Weekends

Much of weekend afternoons are devoted to sport. Saturday evenings include the most popular

live variety shows.

17% Other\

6%
Channel 5

10%
Channel 4

/

Television audience share figures

27%

/BBC ONE

1%
BBC TWO

\

e

29%
[TV/ICannel 3
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breakfast TV

"TB 3a cuimankom"
(Tenenepenaui paHo BpaHIIi,
SIK1 JUBJIATHCS 34 CHIOAHKOM,
nepel BUXO0JIOM 3 IOMY Ha
po06OTy, B IIKOIY)

broadsheet

mupoxkoopMaTHa razera
(3a3BHuUai coigHe,
pecniekTabenpbHe BUIAHHS)

British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC)

bu-bu-Ci, 6putancbka
MOBJICHHEBA KOPIIOpAILLisi

BBC World Service

3apyOixHe Biranas bu-0u-ci

Bush House

bym-Xayc (OyauHOK B
[EHTPaTbHIN YacTUHI
JlongoHa, e 3HaXOAUTHCS
mrad-kBapTupa "3apyOiKHOTO
BinanHs bu-6m-ci'")

circulation

TUPAXK

commercial radio

KOMepIIiiiHe pajiio

commercial television

KOMepIliitHe TenebadeHHs

daily papers

MI0JCHHA ra3cra

Fleet Street

aHriiiicbka mpeca (Ha OmiT-
ctpiT B JIoH70HI paHime
PO3MIIITYBATUCS PeIaKIii
HaNOIUIBITUX Ta3eT)

fourth estate

"geTBepTuil ctan", "ueTBepra
BJIaJa", mpeca

gossip column

BIJITUT CBITCHKOI XPOHIKH

gutter press

OyJibBapHa, )KOBTA Ipeca

free paper

0E3KOIITOBHA Ta3eTa
(IIoTMXKHEBA MiCIIeBa ra3eTa 3
BEJIMKOIO KIJTBKICTIO
OTOJIOLICHD 1 PEKIIaMHU;
PO3HOCUTBCS IO TOMax
0E3KOIITOBHO)

human interest story

’KaJliCHa PO3TMOBI/Ib,
po3paxoBaHa Ha CIIBYYTINBE
CTaBJICHHS YUTa4a

Independent Television
Commission

Kowmicis mo HezaexxHoMy
TenebaueHHIO (KOOPIUHYE
TISUTBHICTh KOMEPIIIHHUX
TEJICKOMITaHii)

local newspaper

MiClIEBA ra3eTa

national newspaper

ICHTpaJIbHA ra3cTta

newsagent

POAaBELb NEPiOIUKU

popular paper

MacCoOBa ra3c€ra

quality newspapers =
heavies(coll)

"comigui" razetu




page three girl "niBurHa 3 3-1 cTOpiHKK"
(dororpadis oronenoi
KpacyHi) Taki ¢pororpadii
IPOTSTOM JIOBTOT'O Yacy
PO3MiITyBaIUCh Ha 3-i
cropinmi razeru "Can"

the Press Council Pana 3 npyky (perymtoe
TisUTBHICTH OPTaHiB APYKY,
PO3TJIsiIa€ CKapru Ha HUX, 110
HAJXOMATh; MyOIiKye
CTaTHCTUYHI JaHi PO
MePioOIMYHI BHJIAHHS)

silly season "MOpO’KHIN ce30H" — Tepion
qacy, 3a3BUYail HAIPHUKIHII
JIiTa, B CE30H MaCOBHUX
BiJIITYCTOK, KOJIU Y BiJICYTHICTb
3HAYHHUX HOBUH 1 ITOMIM razeTu
3MyIIEHI IpYKyBaTH
MaJIOBXJIMBI MaTepiain
Sunday newspaper HEJJIbHA ra3eTa

tabloid [ ' txb10Id] Tabnoin, MasodopmaTHa rasera
OyJIbBapHOT'O HAIIPSIMY

DO YOU REMEMBER?

Fill in the missing word, word combination or phrase.

1. The majority of the British, % (1), buy at least one (2) paper.
If they read a (3) newspaper, they do it in the evening.

2. All national newspapers in the UK can be divided into two classes according to
the day of the week they are published on: (4) and (5); and
according to the way news is presented: (6) or (7) provide us
with in-depth background information, while (8) or (9) concentrate
on scandalous information in the so called (10) stories. To the first class
belong such newspapers as (11) and (12), to the second —

(13) and (14). Also, there 1s a mid-market kind which (15),
for example (16).

3. Among British magazines, the (17) 1s a political and economic weekly.
The Private Eye specializes in (18). The Radio Times (19).

4. The BBC or (20) was set up in (21) in order to (22).
Nowadays, it broadcast both in English and in (23) other languages
through its (24). Its headquarters are situated in (25).

5. Radio 1 channel is devoted to (26); Radio 2 to (27); Radio 3
to (28); Radio 4 to (29).and Radio 5 to (30).

6. (31) television channels are non-profit and have no (32) while

(33) and its channels — (34) and (35) — represents
commercial television of the UK. Special attention should be paid to (36)
which broadcasts in Welsh. There are also about (37) independent

regional television companies.



Lecture 8

BRITISH FOOD AND SPORTS

Attitudes to food. The British do not bother about food. The country has
neither a widespread “restaurant culture” nor a “cafe society”. In the middle of the
day people just want to eat up quickly and are not interested much in the quality (a
lunch break is an hour at most). Young people and families with children who eat at
fast food restaurants are similarly not interested in the quality.

Even at home food and drink is given relatively little attention to. British
supermarkets tend to sell far more instant coffee than the “real” coffee: instant coffee
is less trouble. Meals tend to be eaten quickly and the table cleared. Parties and
celebrations are not centred around food.

Food becomes topical only in the context of its danger: when the government
minister announces that the country’s eggs were infected with salmonella; in case of
“mad cow disease” (1990s). There are quite a number of vegetarians in the UK and
even a larger number of those who are aware of the implications for their health of
what they eat: “health food shops” are as abundant in the country’s high streets as are
delicatessen.

British people have been mostly urban, having almost no contact with “the
land” for longer than people of other countries. That is why the range of plants and
animals which they eat is rather narrow. To most people the idea of going out to pick
wild plants for eating is quite exotic.

However, if the British are conservative about the ingredients, they are no
longer conservative about the way they are served. By now, the British are extremely
open to cuisine of other countries (the increasingly multinational culture of the
population has helped in this respect).

What British people eat. A fiy up is a phrase uses informally for several things
fried together. The most common items are eggs, bacon, sausages, tomatoes,
mushrooms, and even bread. It is not always accompanied by “chips” (the normal
word for French fried potatoes). The British eat rather a lot of fried food. Although it
is sometimes poetically referred to as “the staff of life” bread is NOT an
accompaniment to every meal. It is not even normally on the table at either lunch or
evening meal. It is most commonly eaten with butter or almost anything else, for a
snack, either as a sandwich or a toast. On the other hand, the British use a lot of flour
for making pastry dishes, savoury and sweet, called pies and for making cakes. Eggs
are a basic part of most people’s diet. Cold meats are not very popular. To many
British people, preserved meats are typically “Continental”. It is quite common in
most households to finish a meal with a prepared sweet dish (mainly served hot). The
British are the world’s greatest consumers of sugar — more then 5 kg per person per
year. It is present in almost every tinned item and they also love “sweets” (both
chocolates and what Americans call “candy”).

What British people drink. As well as large amounts of /ot drinks such as tea,
coffee, and cocoa, British people, especially children, drink squash (a sweetened fruit
concentrate which has to be diluted with water) and brand-name soft drinks. They




also expect to be able to drink water direct from the tap. Before 1960s wine was
drunk only by the higher social classes and was associated in most people’s minds
with expensive restaurants. Since that time, it has increased enormously in popularity.
Beer is still the most popular alcoholic drink. The most popular pub beer is “bitter”
which is draught (from the barrel), has no gas in it and is conventionally, as are all
British beers, drunk at room temperature. A sweeter, darker version of bitter is
“mild”. These beers have a comparatively low alcoholic content. This is a reason why
people are able to drink so much of them. In pubs, several kinds of bottled beer,
usually known as ales, are also available. Beer which has gas in it and is closer to
continental varieties i1s known as “lager”.

In some pubs cider is available on draught, and in some parts of Britain,
especially in the English west country, it is this, and not beer, which is the most
common pub drink. Shandy (half beer and half a fizzy lemonade) has a reputation for
being very good for quenching the thirst.

When people eat (generalizations are dangerous; below is described what
everybody knows, but not necessarily does). Breakfast is usually a packeted cereal
(e.g. cornflakes) and/or toast and marmalade. It isn’t usually a traditional breakfast.
“Elevenses ” 1s traditionally a cup of tea or coffee and some biscuits at around 11 am.
In fact, people drink tea or coffee whenever they feel like it. Lunch is typically at
1 pm. But it is usually a bit earlier for schoolchildren and those who start to work at
8 o’clock. For the urban working class (and a wider section of population in Scotland
and Ireland) tea is the evening meal, eaten as soon as people get home from work (at
around 6 pm). For other classes, it means a cup of tea and a snack at around
4 o’clock. “Supper” is the usual word for the evening meal among most people who
do not call it “tea”. “Dinner” is also sometimes used for an evening meal. It suggests
something rather grander and eaten comparatively late (at around 8 o’clock). It is
associated with relative formality (e.g. “Christmas dinner” even if eaten in the middle
of the day). It is also used to refer to the midday meal at some schools.

Eating out. Although a far less unusual than it used to be, going to a restaurant
is still a comparatively rare event for most British people. Regular restaurant going is
confined mostly to the richest sector of the society. Partly for this reason there is an
element of snobbery in it. Merely being in an expensive restaurant sometimes means
more for the people than the food eaten in it.

Another expression of snobbery in the more expensive restaurants is in the
menus. In the country where few public notices appear in any language rather than
English, these are a unique phenomenon — all the dishes have a non-English name,
usually French. Most customers of these restaurants have little ides of what actually
goes in the dish they have chosen.

The “adventure” concept of eating out is widespread. It helps to explain why so
many restaurants in Britain are not British. Because they do it so rarely, when people
go out for a meal in the evening, they want to be served something they don’t usually
eat. Every town in the country has at least one Indian restaurant and perhaps a
Chinese one too. Larger towns and cities have restaurants representing cuisine from
all over the world.




Eating places which serve British food are used only for more everyday
purposes. Apart from pubs, there are two more types which are comparatively cheap.
One is used during the day, most typically by manual workers, and therefore
described as “a workman’s cafe” (pronounced ‘caff’). It is also used by anybody who
likes a filling meal, the informal atmosphere and not over-worried about cleanness. It
offers mostly fried food and for this reason sometimes jokingly called a “greasy
spoon”. Many of them are “transport cafes” at the side of the road. The other type is
“fish-and-chip shop”, used in the evening “to take away” meals. Again, fish 1s (deep)
fried.

The British pub (short for public house) is unique. Without pubs Britain would
be a less sociable country. Pubs unlike other eating places where the atmosphere is
rather formal are classless. As with so many aspects of British life, pubs became a bit
less distinctive in the last quarter of the 20" century. They used to serve almost
nothing but beer and spirits. Today, you can get coffee, wine and some hot food at
most of them as well. This helped to widen their appeal. At one time, it was unusual
for women to go to pubs. Today, only a few pubs exist where it is surprising for a
woman to walk in. Nevertheless, pubs have retained their specific character:

e there is no waiter which may seem not very welcoming and a strange way
to make clients feel comfortable. If you want something you have to go and ask for it
at the bar. For the British, to be served at the table means to be on their best
behaviour. Because you have to go and fetch your drinks yourself, it is less formal.
You can get up and walk around whenever you want — like being in your own house.
This “home from home” atmosphere is enhanced by relationships between customers
and those who work in the pub. Unlike any other eating or drinking places in Britain,
the staff are expected to know regular customers personally, to know what their usual
drink is and to chat with them when they are not serving anyone else. It is also helped
by the availability of pub games (most typically darts) and, frequently, a television.

e the idea of tradition. Each pub has its own name, proclaimed on a sign
outside, always with old-fashioned associations. Many are called by a name of an
aristocrat, after a monarch, can take names from traditional occupations, can have
rural associations (e.g. the Tatton Arms, the Queen Vic, the Old Shepherd’s, the
Coach and Horses, the White Nag). For the same reason, the owner of the pub is
called a landlord (nearly always a man) — even though in reality he is the opposite, a
tenant. Nearly all pubs are owned by a brewery and the “landlord” is employed by the
brewery as the manager.

Fast food outlets are today more popular in Britain. Their popularity is better
explained sociologically. Other types of eating place in Britain tend to have class
association. As a result, large sections of society feel unable to relax in them. A fast
food restaurant does not have such strong association. Although there is sometimes
local middle-class protest when a new one appears in the area, people almost from
any class can feel comfortable in them.

The attitude to_alcohol in Britain is ambivalent:

e it is accepted and welcomed as a part of the British culture. The local pub
plays an important part in the life of the neighbourhood (aimed at drinking beer and




spirits). A certain level of drunkenness is acceptable, provided it does not lead to
violence, there is no shame attached to it.

e the puritan tradition has led to the widespread view that drinking is
something potentially dangerous which should therefore be restricted, in terms of
both who can do it and where it can be done. People cannot be served in pubs until
the age of eighteen and they even are not allowed inside until they are fourteen. Wine
or beer is not as much a part of home life as in some European countries. Most cafes
are not allowed to serve even beer.

SPORT plays a more important role in people’s lives in Britain than it does in
most other countries. For a very large number, and this is especially true for men, it is
their main form of entertainment. 71% of men and 57% of women take part in at least
one sporting activity at least once a week. Many millions more are regular spectators
and follow one or more sports. There are hours of televised sport each week. Every
newspaper, national or local, quality or popular devotes several pages entirely to
sport.

Percentage of participation by those aged 16 and over
(Source: General Household Survey)
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Keep fit/yoga

The British are so fond of competition that they even introduce it into
gardening. Many people indulge in an informal rivalry with their neighbours as to
who can grow the better flowers or vegetables. But the rivalry is sometimes
formalized. Through the country, there are competitions in which gardeners enter
their cabbages, leeks, onions, carrots or whatever in the hope that they will be judged
“the best”. There is a similar situation with animals. There are hundreds of dog and
cat shows in the country at which owners hope that their pet will win a prize. So
strong 1s the desire to win that cases are occasionally discovered of owners trying to
poison the pets of their rivals.



The importance of participation in sport has legal recognition in Britain. Every
local authority has a duty to provide and maintain playing fields and other facilities,
which are usually very cheap to use and sometimes even free. Spectator sport is also
a matter of official public concern.

Sometimes the traditions which accompany an event can seem as important as
the actual sporting contest. Wimbledon, for example, is not just a tennis tournament.
It means summer fashions, strawberries and cream, garden parties and long, warm
English summer evenings. Because Wimbledon is essentially a middle-class event,
British tennis fans would never allow themselves to be treated like football fans.
Wimbledon with security fences, policemen on horses and other measures to keep
fans off the court is impossible to imagine.

The long history of such events has meant that many of them, and their venues,
have become world-famous. Therefore, it is not only the British who tune in to watch.
The Grand National, for example, attracts a television audience of 300 million. This
worldwide enthusiasm has little to do with the standard of British sport. The cup
finals of other countries often have better quality and more entertaining football on
view — but more Europeans watch the English Cup Final than any other. The standard
of British tennis is poor, and Wimbledon is only one of the world’s major
tournaments. But if you ask any top tennis player, you find that Wimbledon is the one
they really want to win. Every footballer in the world dreams of playing at Wembley,
every cricketer in the world of playing at Lord’s. Wimbledon, Wembley and Lord's
are the “spiritual homes” of their respective sports. Sport is a British “export”.

Cricket. Judging by the numbers of people who play it and watch it, cricket is
definitely not the national sport of Britain. In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland,
interest in it is confined to the middle classes. Only in England and a small part of
Wales it is played at top level. And even in England, where its enthusiasts come from
all classes, the majority of the population do not understand its rules. Moreover, it is
rare for the English national team to be the best in the world.

When people refer to cricket as the English national game, they are not
thinking so much of its level of popularity or of the standard of English players but
more of the very English associations that it carries with it. Cricket is much more
than just a sport, it symbolizes a way of life — a slow and peaceful rural way of life.
Cricket is special because it combines competition with the British dream of rural
life. Cricket is what the village green is for.

Cricket is, therefore the national English game in a symbolic sense. However,
to some people cricket is more than just a symbol. The comparatively low attendance
at top class matches does not give a true picture of the level of interest in the country.
One game of cricket takes a terribly long time, which a lot of people simply don’t
have to spare (in fact there are millions of people in the country who do not just enjoy
cricket but are passionate about it! These people spend up to thirty days each summer
tuned to the live radio commentary. When they get the chance, they watch a bit of the
live television coverage). Some people even do both at the same time — they turn the
sound down on the television and listen to the radio. And if cricket fans are too busy




to listen to the radio commentary, they can always phone a special number to be
given the latest score.

Football. The full official name of “soccer” (as it is called in the USA and
sometimes in Britain) is “association football”. This distinguishes it from other kinds
such as rugby football (almost always called simply “rugby”), Australian football and
American football. However, most people in Britain call it simply “football”. This is
indicative of its dominant role. Everywhere in the country except south Wales, it is
the most popular spectator sport, the most-played sport in the country’s state schools
and one of the most popular participatory sports for adults. In terms of numbers,
football, not cricket, is the national sport, just as it is everywhere else in Europe.

British football has traditionally drawn its main following from the working
class. In general, the intelligentsia ignored it. But in the last two decades of the
twentieth century, it has started to attract wider interest. The appearance of fanzines is
an indication of this. (Fanzines are magazines written in an informal but often highly
intelligent and witty style, published by the fans of some of the clubs).

Many team sports in Britain, but especially football, tend to be “men-only”
affairs. In the USA, the whole family goes to watch the baseball. Similarly, the whole
family goes along to cheer the Irish national football team. But in Britain, only a
handful of children or women go to football matches. This is why active support for
local teams has had a tendency to become violent. English fans visiting Europe are
now no worse in their behaviour than the fans of many other countries.

Rugby. There are two versions of this fast and aggressive ball game: rugby
union and rugby league. They are so similar that somebody who is good at one of
them can quickly learn to become good at the other. The real difference between
them is a matter of social history. Rugby union is the older of the two. In the 19™
century it was enthusiastically taken up by most of Britain's public schools. Rugby
league split off from rugby union at the end of the century. Although it has now
spread to many of the same places in the world where rugby union is played, its
traditional home is among the working class of the north of England, where it was a
way for miners and factory workers to make a little bit of extra money from their
sporting talents. Unlike rugby union, it has always been a professional sport.

The Olympic-style Commonwealth Games are held every four years in a
different member country. Known as the Empire Games until 1950, the first event
was held in Hamilton, Canada, in 1930. There were only eleven participating
countries, and the sports included athletics, boxing, bowls, rowing, swimming and
wrestling. England has only hosted the Games twice: in London in 1934 and in
Manchester in 2002. They have only been held twice outside of Canada, Britain or
Australasia — in Jamaica in 1966 and in Malaysia in 1998. The number of countries
participating in the Games has slowly grown to over 70, and thousands of athletes
now participate. Without competition from the USA and the major European
countries, Australia, Canada and the British countries (which compete separately)
usually win the most medals. The Commonwealth Games have their own version of
the Olympic torch ceremony. On Commonwealth Day (May 11%) in a Games year,
the Queen hands a baton containing a message to an athlete. This is then passed in



relay style to other athletes. They run through different Commonwealth countries
until they reach the host nation. The baton is opened and the Queen’s message is read
out at the opening ceremony of the Games.

Animals in sport. Traditionally, the favourite sports of the British upper
classes are hunting, shooting and fishing. The most widespread form of hunting is
foxhunting — that is what the word hunting usually means in Britain. This is a popular
pastime among some members of higher social classes and a few people from lower
social classes, who often see their participation as a mark of a newly won status. Still,
foxhunting is strongly opposed by some people. The League Against Cruel Sports
wants it made illegal and the campaign has been steady intensifying. There are
sometimes violent encounters between foxhunters and protestors (whom the hunters
call “saboteurs”).

Apart from being hunted, another way animals are used in sport is when they
race. Horse-racing is a long-established and a popular sport in Britain. It became
known as “the sport of Kings” in the 17" century, and modern British royalty has
close connections with sport involving horses: some members of the royal family
own racehorses and attend certain annual race meetings (e.g. Ascot); some are also
active participants in the sports of polo and show-jumping.

Grey-hound racing, although declining, is still popular. In this sport, the dogs
chase a mechanical hare round a race track. It is easier to organise than horse-racing
and “the dogs” has the reputation of being the “poor men’s racing”.

Gambling. Even if they are not taking part or watching, British people like to
be involved in sport. They can do this by placing bats on future results. Gambling is
widespread throughout all social classes. It is so basic as to sport that the word
“sportsman” used to be synonym for “gambler”. Every year a total of £12.7 billion is
wagered by the British — that’s £ 289 for every adult in the country. £ 9.5 billion is
won. The government takes £ 1 billion in taxes. The rest is kept by the bookmakers.

ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

bar OapHa CTOHKa/IPUIIABOK

bar snacks 3aKyCKH 3 Oydery (Jerkuit
CHIJIAaHOK y 1adi)

butterscotch ipucka

butty 6atTi, OyTepOpox i3 (0OTHUM)
MacJioM

chippy "qunmi" (HeBenuke Kade, 1e

POAAIOTh pUOY 3 KAPTOILIEIO)

cider